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About $3.8 billion will be spent by 
the Government on info-communi-
cations technology (ICT) contracts 
this year to speed up digitalisation 
in the public sector.

This includes the development of 
a previously announced artificial in-
telligence  (AI)-powered  marking  
system  for  schoolwork  and  im-
provements to the LifeSG app that 
provides services to users at vari-
ous stages of their lives. The app is 
getting a dashboard with, for exam-
ple, upcoming appointments that 
users have with public agencies.

The amount to be spent is an al-
most  10  per  cent  increase  from  
$3.5 billion for the previous finan-
cial year that ended on March 31, 
said the Government Technology 
Agency (GovTech) yesterday.

GovTech said ICT spending this 
year “will build on the momentum 
generated  by  past  years’  invest-
ments and serve to lock in the digi-
talisation gains brought about by 
the Covid-19 pandemic”.

Close to 83 per cent of the ICT 
contracts will be made available to 
small  and  medium-sized  enter-
prises  (SMEs),  said  the  agency.  
Public agencies will put out more 
online  services  and  projects  for  
smaller systems so that it will be 
easier for SMEs with a lower finan-
cial grading to bid for them.

Some $500 million will be ear-
marked for speeding up the use of 
AI in the public sector. GovTech 
said AI can help the Government 
deliver better services, make bet-
ter decisions based on data and im-
prove productivity.

This includes the Ministry of Edu-
cation’s development of an AI auto-
mated-marking system, which will 
first be rolled out for certain Eng-

lish language assignments.
Announced in 2019, the marking 

system is being designed to assess 
open-ended  responses  such  as  
those for short-answer questions 
and essays. The AI system will fo-
cus  on  language  errors  such  as  
grammar,  spelling  and  syntax,  
while the teacher marks for ideas, 
structure and content.

The aim is to provide all upper 

primary  and  secondary  students  
with quick and personalised feed-
back on their English assignments.

Analytics from the system will  
help students monitor their own 
learning,  and  let  teachers  better  
guide students in their learning.

The system would also free up 
teachers to focus on other things 
such as designing lessons.

According  to  previous  reports,  
the  system  was  slated  to  be  
launched by  next  year.  The  aim  
was to expand the system to other 
subjects by 2030, but it will not be 
used in examinations.

However, it  is  understood that 
timelines may change in future.

Another $2.7 billion will be used 
on 250 projects for transforming, 
integrating and streamlining digi-
tal services across sectors.

Of these, 44 per cent of the ser-
vices  will  be  developed  on  the  
cloud, to speed up delivery of ser-
vices for citizens and businesses.

The Government intends to have 
70 per cent of eligible systems on-
line by March 31, 2024.

The move to ramp up digital ser-
vices and infrastructure comes as 
satisfaction with government digi-
tal services among Singaporeans re-
mains high, according to GovTech’s 
Government to Citizens survey.

The survey showed that 85 per 
cent of citizens were very or ex-
tremely satisfied with  these  ser-
vices last year, similar to 2019’s 86 
per cent.

The latest survey was done with 
about 1,500 people in face-to-face 
interviews between last December 
and February.

GovTech  chief  executive  Kok  
Ping Soon said the findings affirm 
“the  Government’s  commitment  
to invest heavily in ICT and digital 
transformation”.
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More  than  2,000  children  from  
low-income homes will  get elec-
tronic devices as well as learning 
and development packs as part of a 
$1 million donation from SP Group.

The donation was launched yes-
terday under the SP Kids at Heart 
programme and will benefit chil-
dren up to six years old from low-
income families.

The Community Chest will  ad-
minister  the  funds  and  disburse  
them to KidStart to support the pro-
gramme. 

KidStart Singapore provides sup-
port for child development, and co-

ordinates and strengthens holistic 
services for low-income families. 
Its programme provides guidance 
to parents with children aged six 
and below,  to  enhance  the  chil-
dren’s development and health.

Children benefiting from the do-
nation  will  receive  educational  
tools, books and toys in the form of 
learning and development packs  
for a year.

They will also receive electronic 
devices such as tablets and Inter-
net routers to support their learn-
ing during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Their  families  will  get  grocery  
vouchers and other financial assis-
tance packages such as tools and 
equipment.

Staff volunteers from SP will de-

liver  the  welcome  and  learning  
packs to the beneficiaries, help in-
stall routers and produce instruc-
tional videos to work around safe 
management guidelines.

At the virtual launch yesterday, 
SP Group chairman Hassan Mari-
can said that children are the fu-
ture of Singapore.

He  said:  “Through  SP  Kids  at  
Heart, we can give them the best 
possible  start  in  their  formative  
years, with access to the right de-
velopmental and educational mate-
rials. This includes digital tools to 
ensure  their  learning is  not  dis-
rupted during the pandemic.

“For  parents,  we  aim  to  equip  
them with soft skills to help them 
connect better with their children 

and support them in their holistic 
education.”

Minister  for  Social  and  Family  
Development  Masagos  Zulkifli,  
who is also chairman of the Grow-
ing Together with KidStart Coun-
cil, said: “SP Group has shown us 
how corporates can play their part 
in building a society of opportuni-
ties  together  even  amid  a  pan-
demic, sustaining a culture where 
those  who  have  done  well  give  
back for the betterment of soci-
ety.”

Madam Shariffah  Dayana Syed  
Hassan Al-Yahya, 38, who works 
in the food and beverage industry 
and  has  a  three-year-old  son,  
Rumi, is looking forward to the SP 
Kids at Heart programme.

She said: “As a parent, the most 
important thing is for our children 
to grow up well. With SP Kids at 
Heart, I am grateful that he can get 
the support he needs for a better fu-
ture.”
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Las  Vegas  Sands  (LVS)  is  investing  at  least  
US$300,000  (S$404,000)  to  support  philan-
thropic and community causes in Asia.

Art Outreach Singapore is the first Asian member 
of the Sands Cares Accelerator programme to bene-
fit from the funding.

The non-profit organisation, which creates art ed-
ucation programmes and opportunities for the pub-
lic to have a deeper appreciation for art, will collabo-
rate with Marina Bay Sands (MBS) integrated resort 
to expand its Hearth initiative under the capacity-
building programme. The Hearth initiative started 
last year, providing independent art practitioners 
with community art spaces to showcase their talent.

By getting strategic mentorship and financial in-
vestments under the Sands Cares Accelerator pro-
gramme for three years,  Art Outreach hopes to 
make Hearth sustainable in the long term.

The chairman for Art Outreach Singapore, Ms 
Mae Anderson, said: “The multi-year support that 
extends beyond generous financial investment to 
encompass mentorship and in-kind support repre-
sents philanthropic leadership that counts immea-
surably towards the success of this initiative.” 

Supporting beneficiaries like Art Outreach Singa-
pore has been part of LVS’ goals to support commu-
nities in its markets. 

Under the InspirED Global Fellowship, the com-
pany is working with educators in Singapore and 
Nevada to bring strengths of Singapore’s education 
system to the American state.

Last year, LVS invested US$50,000 in an innova-
tive water stewardship project by Singapore-based 
social enterprise Seven Clean Seas to develop a 
river plastic recovery system.

The company also provided 15,000 essential kits 
for low-income families and migrant workers af-
fected by the pandemic last year.

Mr Ron Reese,  senior vice-president of  global 
communications and corporate affairs at LVS, said: 
“Las Vegas Sands is committed to supporting Singa-
pore as an ideal place to live, work and visit by help-
ing expand high-impact initiatives that contribute 
to quality of life and attract tourism.” 
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The chief executive of SBS Tran-
sit  Downtown  Line  allegedly  
failed  to  give  way  in  February  
while driving a car, which then 
collided with a motorcycle.

The motorcyclist,  Mr Hashim 
Hussein, 74, was hurt in the acci-
dent, while his pillion rider, Ms 
Supariyah Salamat, 68, was griev-
ously hurt.

Details  of  their  injuries  were  
not revealed in court documents.

Alex Goei Beng Guan, 62, has 
been charged with two offences 
under the Road Traffic Act and 
his case was heard in a district 
court yesterday.

Shortly before the accident at 
about 12.15pm on Feb 5, the Singa-
porean  was  allegedly  driving  
along a slip road of Woodlands 
Road towards Upper Bukit Timah 
Road into  another  slip  road of  
Kranji Expressway towards Bukit 
Timah Expressway.

Goei  is  said  to  have  driven  
“without  reasonable  considera-
tion for other persons using the 
road”  when  the  accident  oc-
curred.

Yesterday,  The  Straits  Times  
asked SBS Transit if it will be tak-
ing  any  disciplinary  action  
against him.

Ms Tammy Tan, SBS Transit’s 
senior vice-president  of corpo-
rate  communications,  said:  
“Alex Goei regrets the unfortu-
nate incident.

“This is however a personal mat-
ter  and  pending legal  proceed-
ings, so it is not appropriate for us 
to comment further.”

According to SBS Transit’s web-
site, Goei joined the company in 
1985.

It also said that from Septem-
ber 1998, he was extensively in-
volved in the bid for and launch 
of  the  Sengkang-Punggol  Light  
Rapid Transit and the North East 
Line (NEL).

“Heading traffic, passenger ser-
vice and operations, he played an 
integral role in ensuring the suc-
cessful  opening  of  the  NEL  in  
2003,” it said.

Goei’s case has been adjourned 
to July 30.
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A man was speeding in a car in the 
Kampong Java Tunnel of the Cen-
tral  Expressway  (CTE)  after  a  
drinking session when a Traffic Po-
lice officer spotted the vehicle and 
followed it on his motorcycle.

The car was going at a speed of 
135kmh even though the limit is  
80kmh.

The  court  heard  that  Wong  
Choon  Yong,  now  37,  braked  
abruptly  in  the  middle  of  a  slip  
road towards Buyong Road, near 
Orchard Road.

As a result, Staff Sergeant Amir 
Muhammad  Abdul  Hamid,  who  

was trailing about two car lengths 
behind, had to brake hard to avoid 
a crash.

The officer fell off his vehicle and 
fractured his left wrist.

Wong, a Singaporean, was sen-
tenced yesterday to three weeks’ 
jail and a fine of $1,500.

After a trial, District Judge Edgar 
Foo had earlier found him guilty of 
speeding  and  causing  grievous  
hurt to Staff Sgt Amir by negligent 
driving.

Wong still has pending charges 
for  other  offences,  including  
drink-driving,  and  these  will  be  

dealt with at a later date.
He is said to have had not less 

than 67 micrograms of alcohol in 
100ml of breath that day. This is 
nearly double the limit of 35mcg.

In her submissions, Deputy Pub-
lic  Prosecutor  Phoebe  Tan  said  
that Wong had earlier gone for a 
drinking session at Balmoral Plaza 
in Bukit Timah Road.

Wong was driving along the CTE 
to go to a Clarke Quay nightspot at 
around  3.20am  on  Aug  9,  2018,  
when Staff Sgt Amir noticed that 
his car was travelling faster than 
the other vehicles.

The officer was riding behind the 
car when it  suddenly stopped in 
the slip road.

Staff Sgt Amir, who fell off his mo-
torcycle,  later went to Tan Tock 
Seng Hospital, where he was diag-
nosed with a fractured left wrist. 

He was then given 60 days of hospi-
talisation leave.

The DPP said:  “Despite having 
undergone surgery, (he) is now no 
longer able to carry heavy objects 
or pull heavy objects. Further, he is 
unable to fully extend his left wrist.

“In addition, he is unable to ride 
his  Traffic  Police motorcycle  for  
more than 30 minutes due to pain, 
weakness and tremors in his left 
hand.”

During the trial,  Wong, who is  
represented by lawyer Wee Hong 
Shern, claimed that he was not trav-
elling  at  135kmh  along  the  CTE  

that morning.
The DPP  added:  “The  accused  

sought to blame (Staff Sgt Amir) 
for the accident, claiming that the 
accident was a result of (the offi-
cer’s) lack of control and care of his 
motorcycle that is  expected of a  
reasonable rider.”

Yesterday, the court heard that 
Wong intends to appeal against his 
conviction and sentence. 

For causing grievous hurt by neg-
ligent driving, an offender can be 
jailed for up to two years and fined 
up to $5,000.
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10% rise in funding will drive projects such as 
an AI-powered schoolwork marking system

Madam Shariffah 
Dayana Syed 
Hassan Al-Yahya 
and Mr Andri 
Panusunan 
Sagala, both 38, 
with their sons, 
three-year-old 
Rumi and 
one-year-old 
Aria. Children 
benefiting from 
SP Group’s 
donation will 
receive 
educational 
tools, books and 
toys in the form 
of learning and 
development 
packs for a year.
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Wong Choon 
Yong was 
sentenced 
yesterday to 
three weeks’ jail 
and a fine of 
$1,500.

Las Vegas Sands 
invests $400k 
in community 
causes in Asia 

Digitalisation in 
public sector to 
get $3.8b boost

SP Group donates $1 million to support 
children from low-income families

Traffic offences: SBS 
Transit Downtown 
Line CEO charged

$500m
Portion of total funds earmarked for 
speeding up the use of artificial 
intelligence in the public sector.

$2.7b
Amount that will go to 250 projects for 
transforming, integrating and 
streamlining digital services across 
sectors.

Alex Goei Beng 
Guan allegedly 
failed to give 
way while driving 
a car, which then 
collided with a 
motorcycle. 

Jail, fine for man who caused grievous hurt to cop by negligent driving
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