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The Republic will  roll out its first 
certification framework for artifi-
cial  intelligence  (AI)  engineers
early next  year  to  help meet  the 
growing demand from employers 
here for proven local talent.

There is a large variety of AI train-
ing courses and programmes avail-
able on the market, but the absence 
of a global standard for certifying 
AI skills means businesses are often 
unsure of the calibre of talent they 
are hiring.

The  AI  Certification  Initiative,  
which  has  three  levels  of  profi-
ciency, is meant to plug this need, 
said AI Singapore’s (AISG) director 
of  industry  innovation,  Mr  Lau-
rence Liew, yesterday. AISG is the 
national programme for enhancing 

Singapore’s AI capabilities.
“Companies  don’t  really  know  

how to qualify or quantify AI skills 
today. The certification is for AI en-
gineers to show they have the skills 
and the ability to scale AI projects 
in  a  real-world  environment,”
added Mr Liew.

Under the framework, AI profes-
sionals are assessed by a panel on 
not only their technical skills, but 
also whether they have worked on a 
real-world project that has been im-
plemented. 

To qualify as a level-one certified 
AI engineer, for example, an appli-
cant must have had at least a year of 
working experience  in  AI-related 
roles and deployed at least one AI 
project  worth  a  minimum  of
$500,000.

At  levels  two  and  three,  appli-
cants must further demonstrate the 

ability to manage an AI engineering 
team and multiple AI applications 
across an entire organisation. 

Certification for the three levels 
costs $500, $800 and $1,000 respec-
tively. AISG is currently working out 
the  subsidies  with  the  Infocomm  
Media Development Authority.

The evaluation panel comprises 
AISG representatives and will even-
tually  include  AI  engineers  who  
have themselves received the certi-
fication. Applications are expected 
to open early next year.

IT  professional  Kevin  Lee,  54,  
joined  the  third  batch  of  AISG’s  
nine-month  full-time  apprentice-
ship programme and is due to gradu-
ate at the end of this year. 

“I think the certification is a fabu-
lous idea. From an individual per-
spective, it’s a goalpost for us to con-
tinuously improve ourselves,” said 
Mr Lee, who has 25 years of experi-
ence in the IT industry.

He is thinking of becoming an AI 

consultant or starting his own com-
pany to help others adopt AI. 

He said:  “As an employer,  I  do 
want to have a certain level of qual-
ity (in the people I hire). But there 
are so many types of online courses 
out there and it’s very difficult to 
tell the quality between one and an-
other, and that’s where the certifica-
tion comes in.”

A  study  released  by  recruiting  
firm  Michael  Page  in  August
showed that demand for technol-
ogy jobs in Singapore rose by 20 per 
cent over the last 12 months.

In Parliament last month, Trade 
and Industry Minister Chan Chun 
Sing called deep tech industries like 
AI and cyber security the “linchpin 
for  the  future  economy”,  further  
warning  that  Singapore  “will  al-
most certainly be left behind” if it 
sits back and does nothing to re-
cruit the top talent in these fields.
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Consumers looking for more bang 
for their buck have been exploring 
different retailers of electricity in 
the  Open  Electricity  Market,  but  
they can also consider buying elec-
tricity directly from the wholesale 
market  through  energy  utilities
provider SP Group.

It may be cheaper for consumers, 
but it comes with higher risks due 
to fluctuations in price. 

The  Business  Times  reported
yesterday that wholesale rates can 
allow consumers to pocket up  to 
some 40 per cent savings. 

An SP spokesman said: “Whole-
sale  electricity  prices  are  deter-
mined by market forces and while 
they are currently the lowest price 
out there, they tend to fluctuate due 
to demand and supply of real-time 
electricity consumption across Sin-
gapore.”

The wholesale electricity price is 
an alternative to the typical regu-
lated tariff used by Singapore house-

holds  which  have  not  switched  
from SP to another retailer under 
the Open Electricity Market. 

The roll-out of the Open Electric-
ity  Market  started  with  a  soft
launch  to  households  and  busi-
nesses in Jurong in April last year 
and ended in May, with around 1.6 
million customers connected.

Residential  customers  had  the  
option of the wholesale price when 
their  respective  zones,  starting
with  Jurong  in  April  last  year,  
opened up.

Since 2001 when the market was 
liberalised progressively, commer-
cial and industrial customers with 
higher consumption already had a 

choice  of  buying  electricity  at  a  
tariffed  rate  or  at  the  wholesale  
price from SP, or at the retail price. 

Wholesale electricity  prices  are  
determined by the Uniform Singa-
pore  Energy  Price,  which  varies  
half-hourly according to supply and 
demand in the market. 

An  Energy  Market  Authority
spokesman  said  wholesale  price  
plans are not featured prominently 
“as  the  electricity  rate  which  a  
consumer pays is uncertain”.

The rate would typically rise with 
higher demand and when there is 
an outage of generating units, the 
spokesman  said,  citing  how  the  
price ranged between 15.98 cents 
per kWh and 135.66 cents per kWh 
in October last year. 

Experts said consumers can find 
savings  through  the  wholesale
price option, but it all depends on 
their usage and on market condi-
tions. 

Singapore  University  of  Social  
Sciences Associate Professor of Eco-
nomics Walter Theseira said: “It is a 
competitive market, but prices can 
change  suddenly  when  demand  
surges or when input costs go up. 

“So although the wholesale price 

is much lower on average than the 
regulated tariff, your own pattern 
of  consumption  will  determine
whether your final bill is that much 
lower.”

He added that the higher average 
price of electricity bought from the 
retailer rather than the wholesale 
market includes a payment to the re-
tailer for mitigating the risk of price 
fluctuations.  “For  many  con-
sumers,  the  certainty  of  a  fixed  
price is  more important than the 
possibility of saving some money.” 

Customers  who  happen  to  be  
consuming electricity at the same 
time as  a  spike  in  the  wholesale  
price also might not save much or 
may even pay more than the regu-
lated tariff.

Associate  Professor  Lawrence
Loh of the National University of 
Singapore  Business  School  said
whether  consumers  choose  the
wholesale option depends on their 
risk appetite. “The half-hourly fluc-
tuations are too complex and cum-
bersome  for  many  consumers  to  
follow. It is simply too difficult to 
predict and plan,” he added. 
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(From left) AI apprentice Michelle Loke, 26, senior AI engineer Lim Tern Poh, 31, and AI apprentice Kevin Lee, 54, at the AI Singapore office at Innovation 4.0 in the 
National University of Singapore yesterday. ST PHOTO: KUA CHEE SIONG

AI engineers can get 
certified with 
upcoming framework 
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One of the four alleged offenders ac-
cused of transmitting obscene ma-
terials  in  messaging  application  
Telegram  was  handed  five  more  
charges involving pornography yes-
terday.

This means that Liong Tianwei, 
37, is now accused of nine counts of 
transmitting pornographic materi-
als by electronic means.

He allegedly transmitted the ma-
terials through Telegram to a chat 
group  called  SG  Nasi  Lemak  on  
eight separate occasions between 
June and this month.

Only one of his nine charges did 
not mention the chat group.

According to  this  charge,  he  is  
said to have transmitted pornogra-
phy on Telegram between January 
and this month.

He was offered bail  of  $15,000 
yesterday, and will be back in court 
on Dec 10.

The other three alleged offenders 
are Abdillah Sabaruddin, 17; Justin 

Lee Han Shi, 19; and Leonard Teo 
Min Xuan, 26. 

All four were first taken to court 
on Oct 15.

Abdillah, Lee and Teo now face 
two charges each.

The  two  teenagers  were  later  
offered  bail  of  $5,000  each,  and  
their cases have been adjourned to 
Nov 15.

Teo had not been offered bail, and 
he will be back in court on Nov 5.

In  an  earlier  statement,  police  
said  the  alleged  offenders  were  
caught for their “suspected involve-
ment in circulating obscene materi-
als and promoting vice activities” 
through SG Nasi Lemak.

Officers from Ang Mo Kio Police 
Division  managed  to  establish
their identities, and arrested them 

at various locations islandwide ear-
lier this month.

More than 10 electronic devices, 
including a central processing unit, 
a laptop, a hard disk and several mo-
bile phones, were seized as case ex-
hibits.

The chat group was used as a plat-
form for  sharing  obscene  photos  
and videos of women in Singapore. 
The photos are said to include up-
skirt images.

Screenshots  of  the  chat  group  
suggest  there  were  more  than
44,000 members when it was still 
active.

According  to  Chinese  evening  
daily  Lianhe  Wanbao,  the  chat  
group was set up more than a year 
ago, but its membership numbers 
spiked in recent months, with more 
people becoming aware of it.

Members had to pay $30 as an 
“entry fee”.

For each count of transmitting ob-
scene  materials  by  electronic
means, offenders can be jailed for 
up to three months and fined.
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Liong Tianwei, 37, 
now faces a total 
of nine counts of 
transmitting 
pornographic 
materials by 
electronic means.

Wholesale electricity 
price a cheaper option?
Consumers can find savings, 
but it depends on usage and 
market conditions, say experts

PROOF OF THEIR EXPERTISE

Companies don’t really 
know how to qualify or 
quantify AI skills today. 
The certification is for 
AI engineers to show they 
have the skills and the 
ability to scale AI projects 
in a real-world 
environment.

’’MR LAURENCE LIEW, AI Singapore’s 
director of industry innovation, on the aim 
of the new certification framework.
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SG Nasi Lemak case

Man faces 5 more charges 
over pornographic materials
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