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Energy utilities provider SP Group 
plans to build 500 charging points 
for  electric  vehicles  islandwide
by 2020.

The points will be placed at hous-
ing estates, shopping malls, indus-
trial  sites  and business parks,  the 
firm announced yesterday.

While others such as Greenlots,  
Red Dot Power and BlueSG are al-
ready in the market, SP Group said 
its network will be the largest one 
fully accessible to the public.

More  than  100  of  the  charging  
points will be of the direct current 
type with a 50 kilowatt power rating 
that can fully charge a vehicle in as 
little as 30 minutes.

SP Group said there are fewer than 
five direct current charging points 
here now. Most points use alternat-

ing current, and a lower 7.4kw rat-
ing, which takes the car about seven 
times longer to be fully charged.

An app will allow motorists to pay 
for  charging  electronically  while  
also getting updates on the availabil-
ity of charging points.

Details on pricing will be disclosed 
closer to the end of the year, when 
SP Group sets up its first 30 charging 
points. These will be a mix of the al-
ternating current and direct current 
types.

There were 592 electric and plug-
in hybrid cars on the road here as at 
the end of last month, about 0.1 per 
cent of the total car population of 
613,383. There are also 31 electric-
powered goods and commercial ve-
hicles.

“There is  a chicken-and-egg co-
nundrum when it comes to electric 
vehicle  adoption...  Many prospec-
tive drivers are concerned about the 
lack  of  a  pervasive  charging  net-
work,”  said  Mr  Goh  Chee  Kiong,  
head of strategic development at SP 
Group.  He added that  some have  
“range anxiety” – the fear that the 
electric vehicle will run out of bat-
tery in the middle of a journey. 

Owners tend to install their own 

charging points if they live in landed 
properties  or  get  their  condo-
minium management to have sta-
tions set up, said Mr Terence Siew, 
president of the Electric Vehicle As-
sociation of Singapore. There are 30 
condos with charging points. 

There will be more public choices 
available down the road. 

Charging infrastructure specialist 
Greenlots operates 16 publicly acces-
sible charging stations, with aims to 
lift that to 50 by the end of this year. 

Electricity retailer Red Dot Power 
announced a partnership in Febru-
ary with PlugIT, a Finnish charging 
technology specialist,  to  install  at  
least 50 charging stations by the end 
of next year.

BlueSG,  which  runs  an  electric  
vehicle-sharing programme, aims to 
build  2,000  charging  points  by  
2020, and make 400 of them avail-
able to the public. 

While electric vehicles are gener-
ally more costly than a comparable 
combustion engine car, Mr Siew said 
this  will  change as  battery prices 
drop over the next few years due to 
mass production and economies of 
scale. “Electric vehicles will be cost 
competitive with normal cars,” he 
added. 

Dr Sanjay Kuttan, programme di-
rector  of  Nanyang  Technological  
University’s Energy Research Insti-
tute, said the SP Group’s initiative 
should help to spur the adoption of 
electric vehicles,  but the charging 
points must be well distributed and 
accessible. 

While there will  be a combined 
1,000  public  charging  points  by  
2020  –  which  could  support  be-
tween 2,000 and 10,000 vehicles – 
there must also be “one common 
consolidated  payment  system,  
across all infrastructure” regardless 
of which firm owns the points, Dr 
Kuttan added. 
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It will smell, look and even taste like 
regular  satay,  but  it  will  not  be  
chicken or beef on a stick. 

Instead, it will be a dish based 100 
per cent on plant-protein. 

The vegetarian satay is one of the 
products that could emerge from 
the new WIL@NUS Corporate Labo-
ratory, which aims to drive innova-
tion in food technology and sustain-
able biochemicals.

The $110 million research facility, 
which is jointly set up by Wilmar In-
ternational, National University of 
Singapore (NUS) and the National 
Research  Foundation,  was  
launched yesterday by Finance Min-
ister Heng Swee Keat, who is also 
chairman of the foundation.

Wilmar is the world’s largest man-
ufacturer of oleo-chemicals, used in 
the  production  of  everyday  con-
sumer items like industrial clean-
ers, lubricants and fragrance. 

The 2,000 sq m joint research lab 
will comprise of two key clusters. 

The first will look to address ma-
jor public health issues through the 
development  of  healthier  foods,  
like the plant-based satay. 

The other cluster will look at de-
signing cost-effective and sustain-
able methods of producing chemi-
cal  compounds  using  natural  
sources.

Currently, plant-based feedstock 
is used for the production of high-
value oleo-chemicals. 

Scientists at the lab will look to pro-
duce  biochemicals  from  natural  
sources with the use of  microbes 
and enzymes.

Researchers  at  the  WIL@NUS  
Corporate Laboratory will also look 
at ways to formulate healthier cook-
ing oils that could reduce choles-
terol levels and in turn lower the 
risk of chronic diseases. 

They will also develop food prod-
ucts such as ready-to-eat meals and 
beverages that could help to man-
age diabetes and obesity. 

Wilmar chairman and chief execu-
tive officer Kuok Khoon Hong said 
that his Singapore-based company 

was thrilled to be embarking on the 
collaboration with NUS . 

He added that the food industry 
was experiencing a paradigm shift. 

He said: “From the elderly to mil-
lennials,  people  are  demanding  
healthier and more nutritious food. 
To stay ahead of the curve, we em-
brace open innovation.”

Mr Heng said in his speech at the 
launch ceremony: “This partnership 
between NUS and Wilmar is testi-
mony to the increasing public-pri-
vate  R&D  collaborations  between  
universities and industry in our inno-
vation ecosystem, which allows our 
universities to work closely with in-
dustry to develop commercially ap-
plicable  solutions  for  problems  
faced by the industry.”

Mr Heng added that he looked for-
ward to food products from the lab 
that could enhance people’s health 
and  well-being,  as  well  as  to  
greener and more sustainable pro-
duction of biochemical compounds 
for the industry .
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The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
has proposed allowing private-
hire drivers to claim tax deduc-
tions  for  car-related  expenses  
such as vehicle rental and petrol 
– a move that could potentially 
benefit at least 32,000 licensed 
private-hire drivers.

It is now seeking public feed-
back on these draft provisions, 
as well as a slew of other pro-
posed  amendments  to  the  In-
come Tax Act.

This comes four months after 
Senior Minister of State for Fi-
nance Indranee Rajah said dur-
ing  the  Committee  of  Supply  
(COS)  debate  on  Budget  2018  
that the Government’s policy on 
not  allowing  private-hire  car  
drivers to claim tax deductions 
on  any  car-related  expenses  
would remain unchanged.

She was responding to a query 
on tax deduction matters from 
Ang Mo Kio GRC MP Ang Hin 
Kee. Mr Ang, who is executive ad-
viser to the National Private Hire 
Vehicles  Association  (NPHVA),  
has made similar representations 
to the Inland Revenue Authority 
of Singapore (Iras) on behalf of 
the association.

Unlike  cabbies,  private-hire  
drivers are not allowed to claim 
tax deductions on car-related ex-
penses. But the MOF yesterday 
said it has reviewed this with the 
Ministry of Transport, as part of 
its periodic review and arising 
from feedback from various MPs 
and the NPHVA. 

Under proposed amendments, 
a private-hire driver, subject to 
conditions, can claim tax deduc-
tion  for  expenses  incurred  to  
earn driving income, based on a 
deemed  expense  ratio  pre-
scribed in the Income Tax Act, 
set at “40 per cent of all driving 
income less service fees”.

The  driver  could  also  be  al-
lowed to claim tax deductions 
for service fees paid to platform 
providers  based  on  the  actual  
amount incurred under normal 
tax rules.

Alternatively,  instead of  tak-
ing  these  deductions,  the  pri-
vate-hire driver may opt to claim 
tax deduction based on the ac-
tual  amount  of  running  ex-
penses and service fees incurred 
in earning driving income.

If approved, the amendments 
will take effect from year of as-
sessment  2019,  for  income  
earned in 2018.

But capital allowance for the 
purchase costs of cars will still  
not be allowed for private-hire 
drivers.  As for  taxi  drivers,  al-
most all do not own their taxis 
and therefore do not claim capi-
tal allowance.

“The changes in tax treatment 
maintain support for our long-
standing policies on car owner-
ship,  while  updating  our  tax  
regime  to  allow  deduction  for  
car-related expenses incurred by 
private drivers,” the MOF said.

Mr Ang said yesterday that he 
was happy the authorities  had 
taken up the recommendation  
from NPHVA, adding: “My pro-
posal on Feb 1 this year was to al-
low private-hire drivers to claim 
tax deduction for  fuel  and car  
rental expenses, because the na-
ture of their business is similar 
to that of taxi drivers.”

He further urged the authori-
ties to consider giving conces-
sions to private-hire drivers for 
tax paid for year of assessment 
2018. Mr Ang said as they are re-
quired to be licensed and their in-
come earned and driving volume 
can be monitored by Iras, they 
should be eligible for tax deduc-
tions like cabbies. 

Other proposed amendments 
in  the  consultation  exercise,  
which runs from today to July 11, 
include enhancing Iras’ enforce-
ment powers for investigation of 
specified serious tax crimes, or 
where the suspect attempts to de-
stroy evidence.
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It says its network will be largest 
one fully accessible to public, 
with first 30 set up by year end 

GETTING MORE ON BOARD

There is a 
chicken-and-egg 
conundrum when it 
comes to electric 
vehicle adoption... 
Many prospective 
drivers are concerned 
about the lack of a 
pervasive charging 
network.

’’MR GOH CHEE KIONG, head of strategic 
development at SP Group.
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electric cars by 2020

SCAN TO WATCH 
How to charge 
an electric 
vehicle.

http://str.sg/
ecar

32,000
Number of licensed private-hire 
drivers that the move could 
potentially benefit.
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