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The new  Bidadari  estate  will  
have a polyclinic by 2027, co-lo-
cated with a nursing home in 
Upper Aljunied Road.

It is one of 12 new polyclinics 
the Government is planning to 
launch by 2030. With the addi-
tions, Singapore will  have 32 
polyclinics located around the 
island by then.

Explaining the reason for hav-
ing the polyclinic and nursing 
home  in  the  same  location,  
Senior  Minister  of  State  for  
Health Janil Puthucheary said 
yesterday the integrated devel-
opment  will  also  benefit  the  

patients  in  Toa  Payoh  town,  
“which is a mature estate, and 
there is an increasing number of 
seniors with chronic diseases 
and diseases for the aged”.

Co-locating  the  nursing  
home with the polyclinic will 
facilitate synergy between the 
healthcare  facilities  through  
sharing of services to support 
seniors and polyclinic patients 
as their care needs evolve, said 
the Ministry of Health.

Three other polyclinics that 
are yet to be opened – in Bukit 
Panjang and Kaki Bukit, as well 
as a redeveloped one in Jurong – 
will also be co-located with nurs-
ing homes.

The services provided at the 

Bidadari polyclinic will include 
medical treatment for acute con-
ditions, chronic disease manage-
ment, women and child health 
services, allied health services, 
as well as radiological, labora-
tory and pharmacy services.

The integrated development, 
which  will  be  operated  by  
National Healthcare Group Poly-
clinics, will be sited near the 
Alkaff Lakeview Housing Board 
cluster. The nearest train stop is 
Woodleigh station, about 500m 
away.

Dr Janil, speaking to reporters 
during a visit to Ang Mo Kio Poly-
clinic  yesterday,  said  the  
Bidadari  polyclinic  will  serve  
the “many new young families” 

in the estate, which will have 
about 10,000  Housing Board  
flats  progressively  completed  
by 2022.

Residents of the first two new 
HDB projects in Bidadari, includ-
ing Alkaff Lakeview, started col-
lecting the keys to their flats in 
July last year.

“We will call the tender (for 
the new polyclinic)  later this  
year, and get the process going 
for consultancy and design, and 
we hope to have it operational 
by 2027,” said Dr Janil, who is 
also Senior Minister of State for 
Communications and Informa-
tion.
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1,000 Tengah households opt 
for centralised cooling system

MICHELLE NG

Nearly 1,000 households have 
signed up for the  centralised 
cooling  system  (CCS)  in  the  
upcoming “forest town” of Ten-
gah, where some 8,000 Build-
To-Order (BTO) flats have been 
launched so far.

Home owners who opt for the 
energy-efficient  system  will  
save around 15 per cent to 20 per 
cent in upfront costs compared 
with current market rates, and 
up to 30 per cent in life cycle 
costs, energy utilities provider 
SP Group, which runs the sys-
tem in Tengah, said yesterday.

The CCS is one of many smart 
features  that  will  be  imple-
mented  in  Tengah,  which  is  
billed as a “smart energy” town 
powered  by  artificial  intelli-
gence.

Under the CCS, chilled water 
will be piped to homes from cen-
tralised chillers installed on the 
rooftops  of  selected  Housing  
Board (HDB) blocks.

This is more energy-efficient 
than  conventional  air-condi-
tioning systems, said SP Group.

The system will be powered 
by solar energy generated by ver-
tical and horizontal solar panels 
on the rooftops of HDB blocks.

Residents will be able to moni-
tor  and  control  their  home  
energy usage via the MyTengah 
app, which will be run by SP 
Group.

They will be able to locate elec-

tric vehicle charging points via 
the app, and earn points to be 
exchanged for rewards by taking 
part in sustainable activities.

A digital dashboard will  be 
installed at the lift lobby of each 
block, which tracks its utilities 
consumption and impact on the 
environment.

These eco-boards will  also 
provide residents with tips on 
how  to  reduce  electrical  and  

water consumption, on top of 
promoting “sustainable behav-
iour  through  utilities-savings  
competitions between blocks”, 
said SP Group.

Future residents and the pub-
lic can now visit the new MyTen-
gah Experience Centre at the 
HDB Hub at Toa Payoh Central.

There, they can learn more 
about the CCS and other eco-
friendly solutions that will be 

implemented in Tengah.
Advance booking is recom-

mended, though walk-ins are 
allowed, subject to capacity.

The 97 sq m experience centre 
can take around 16 visitors at 
any one time.

Mr S. Harsha, managing direc-
tor of sustainable energy solu-
tions in Singapore for SP Group, 
said Tengah  will  be  the  first  
town to have a large-scale cen-
tralised cooling system, in line 
with  national  sustainability  
efforts.

There are plans to provide pre-
dictive air-conditioning mainte-
nance services for home owners 
using the data collected, he said.

“This is part of the end-to-
end service SP Group hopes to 
provide, on top of the regular 
maintenance of the centralised 
chillers,” said Mr Harsha.

98 PER CENT OPT IN
Around 98 per cent of the house-
holds introduced to the CCS by 
SP  Group  staff  opted  in,  
although Mr Harsha noted that 
they were not able to contact all 
8,000 households because of  
the Covid-19 restrictions.

Payment will be made only on 
the day owners collect the keys 
to their new homes, with air-
conditioning  units  by  Daikin  
pre-installed, said SP Group.

The group declined to reveal 
the exact cost of the CCS.

ngmich@sph.com.sg

CLARISS CHIA

A picture book 
which a reader 
complained  is  
“racist” is to be 
kept out of the 
children’s sec-
tion  of  public  
libraries.

The Chinese 
language book Who Wins? by 
Wu Xing Hua has been moved to 
the Family and Parenting sec-
tion in the Adult’s Collection, 
the  National  Library  Board  
(NLB) said yesterday.

Targeted at kids aged seven to 
nine, the book features a “dark-
skinned” school bully with “oily 
curly hair”. 

He is named Mao Mao, mean-
ing hairy in Chinese.

The book was published in 
2018 in Singapore by Marshall 
Cavendish Education and is part 
of a series of five books titled 
Amazing Adventures of Pi Pi.

The Straits Times reported 
that library user Estella Young, 
42,  posting  on  her  Facebook  
page  under  the  name  Umm  
Yusof, described the book as 
“astoundingly  racist”,  noting  
that  the  villain  was  written  
about in “explicitly racialised 
terms, and in contrast to all the 
other  characters  who  are  
depicted as fair-skinned”.

Following  the  complaint,  
NLB  said  it  temporarily  
removed all copies of the book 
from shelves.

It then reviewed the book in 
consultation with the Library 
Consultative Panel (LCP), estab-
lished in 2015 to provide commu-
nity perspectives and recom-
mendations when there are pub-
lic concerns over content. 

NLB said yesterday it has com-
pleted its review. Taking into 
consideration public feedback 
and  the  LCP’s  views,  it  has  
decided to move the book to the 
Family and Parenting section in 
the  Adult’s  Collection  in  
libraries to encourage parents 
and guardians to use the book to 
discuss how children can deal 
with bullying in schools and cor-
rect any  potential  misunder-
standings that they may have.

A Marshall Cavendish Educa-
tion spokesman told TNP yester-
day it welcomed NLB’s decision 
and thanked the public for the 
feedback.

The  spokesman  added:  
“After an internal review, we 
have  decided  not  to  resume  
retail sales of the series.”
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The energy-efficient system will be powered by solar panels on HDB block rooftops
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Bidadari to have polyclinic by 2027, co-located with nursing home 

Visitors checking out the air-conditioning and centralised cooling system at the MyTengah 
Experience Centre in Toa Payoh. TNP PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG
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