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Despite being neighbours for 
years,  the  two  women  had  
never interacted.

Until  they  started  taking  
their children to tuition given 
by  volunteers  from  Beyond  
Social  Services  at  a  nearby  
hawker centre.

They became good friends, 
so much so that when one of 
them lost her home because of 
her divorce, the other woman 
offered to put her and her fam-
ily up in her home, even though 
it was just a one-room flat.

This story of the strength of 
community and collaboration, 
among others, was shared at 
the  inaugural  Community  
Forum  2018  held  at  the  
National University of Singa-
pore yesterday. 

Organised by the Institute 
of  Policy  Studies  (IPS),  the  
event saw about 250 represen-
tatives from non-governmen-
tal  organisations,  voluntary  
welfare organisations, mem-
bers of the public and policy-
makers registering to attend. 
It also received support from 
smaller parent support groups 
and community groups.

Dr Justin Lee, research fel-
low at IPS, the moderator for 
the event, said the objective of 
the forum was to create a plat-
form so these organisations  
can come together and “high-
light  work  of  relatively  
unknown  groups  that  have  
mobilised  themselves  to  
address community problems 
or social issues”. 

“No group is too small to 
come forward,” he said.

Dr Lee said that given the 
affluence of Singapore today, 
it makes sense for communi-
ties to reach within themselves 
and help each other.

He said: “We cannot just sit 

by and expect the Government 
to do everything.”

The  executive director  of  
Beyond  Social  Services,  Mr  
Gerard Ee, said the forum was a 
good first step. 

Mr Ee said that while similar 
events have been held before, 
they were often organised by 
service providers, who had a 
“vested interest”. 

He  said  this  conference  
removed the “economic inter-
est” and was a platform for 
community-run  projects  to  
get acknowledgement and sup-
port from each other without 
as  much  interference  from  
“market  capital”,  shifting  
instead to “social capital”. 

The MP for MacPherson, Ms 
Tin Pei Ling, told The New Pa-
per: “It is always good to know 
that society and communities 
play an active role in rallying 
broader support and  raising 
resources when needed to sup-
port those in need around us.

“While the Government will 
always play a role, the human 
touch is needed on the ground 
and as much as the Govern-
ment  would  like to  (always  
play a role), it is good to have 
these organisations come in.”
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Energy  utilities  provider  SP  
Group plans to build 500 charg-
ing points for electric vehicles 
islandwide by 2020.

The points will be placed at 
housing  estates,  shopping  
malls, industrial sites and busi-
ness parks, the firm announced 
yesterday.

While other companies such 
as Greenlots, Red Dot Power and 
BlueSG are already in the mar-
ket, SP Group said its network 
will be the largest one fully acces-
sible to the public.

More than 100 of the charging 
points will be of the direct cur-
rent type  with  a  50  kilowatt  
power  rating  that  can  fully  
charge a vehicle in as little as 30 
minutes.

SP Group said there are fewer 
than five direct current charging 
points here now. Most points 
use alternating current, and a 
lower 7.4kw rating, which takes 
the car about seven times longer 
to be fully charged.

An app will allow motorists to 
pay for charging electronically 
while also getting updates on 
the  availability  of  charging  
points.

Details on pricing will be dis-
closed closer to the end of the 
year, when SP Group sets up its 
first 30 charging points. These 
will be a mix of the alternating 
current  and  direct  current  
types.

There were 592 electric and 
plug-in hybrid cars on the road 
here as at the end of last month, 
about 0.1 per cent of the total car 
population of 613,383. There are 

also 31 electric-powered goods 
and commercial vehicles.

“There is a chicken-and-egg 
conundrum when it comes to 
electric  vehicle  adoption...  
Many prospective drivers are 
concerned about the lack of a per-
vasive charging network,” said 
Mr Goh Chee Kiong, head of 
strategic  development  at  SP  
Group. 

He  added  that  some  have  
“range anxiety” – the fear that 
the electric vehicle will run out 
of battery power in the middle of 
a journey. 

Owners tend to install their 
own charging points if they live 
in landed properties or get their 
condominium management to 
have stations set up, said Mr Ter-
ence Siew, president of the Elec-
tric Vehicle Association of Singa-
pore. There are 30 condos with 
charging points. 

There  will  be  more  public  
choices available down the road. 

Charging infrastructure spe-

cialist Greenlots operates 16 pub-
licly  accessible  charging  sta-
tions, with aims to lift that to 50 
by the end of this year. 

Electricity retailer Red Dot 
Power announced a partnership 
in  February  with  PlugIT,  a  
Finnish  charging  technology  
specialist, to install at least 50 
charging stations by the end of 
next year.

BlueSG, which runs an elec-
tric  vehicle-sharing  pro-
gramme, aims to build 2,000 
charging points by 2020, and 
make 400 of them available to 
the public. 

Electric  vehicles  generally  
cost more than comparable com-
bustion  engine  cars,  but  Mr  
Siew said this will change as bat-
tery prices drop with mass pro-
duction and economies of scale. 
“Electric vehicles will be cost 
competitive with normal cars,” 
he added. 
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SP Group to build Singapore’s largest public electric vehicle charging network

SP Group says its network will be fully accessible to the public. TNP PHOTO: KEVIN LIM
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Inspired by President Halimah 
Yacob  and  in  line  with  the  
national agenda to reduce sugar 
intake, Milo unveiled its latest 
offering, Milo Gao Kosong, at 
the Milo Gao Kosong Pit Stop at 
Plaza Singapura Outdoor Front 
Plaza yesterday.

Madam Halimah helped make 
the first cup of Milo Gao Kosong 
– the first Milo powder with no 
added table sugar – at the event, 
with Nestle Singapore’s manag-
ing director Rajiv Deraniyagala. 

She  also  sampled  the  new  
product, which is endorsed by 
the Health Promotion Board’s 
Healthier Choice Symbol pro-
gramme and promises the signa-
ture taste with higher levels of 
protein and calcium.

Mr  Deraniyagala  told  The  
New Paper: “Other than remov-
ing table sugar, we added more 
milk and malt in the recipe devel-
opment to give Singaporeans 
more Milo goodness without the 
sweetness.”

He said this was in line with 
Nestle’s global commitment to 

reduce the sugar added into its 
products.

Milo Gao Kosong is available 
at all major supermarkets, mini-
marts,  provision  stores  and  
online supermarkets. It retails 
at $7.95 for a 750g pack.

Milo fans can try out this ver-
sion at the pit stop till Sunday, 
12pm to 8pm daily. If you want 
to join Milo ambassador and Sin-
gaporean  Olympian  Joseph  
Schooling in  enjoying  a  cup,  
turn up on Sunday, 4pm to 6pm.
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President Halimah Yacob helping to make the first cup of Milo Gao Kosong with Nestle 
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