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Doc fined $100k for not warning
patient of injection side effects
Treatment appropriate but there
was no ‘informed consent’: SMC
Salma Khalik
Senior Health Correspondent
An orthopaedic doctor in private
practice has been fined the maximum $100,000 for not telling his
patient of the possible side effects
of an injection he gave her.
The H&L (steroid) injection can
cause a patient to experience “increased pain and inflammation in
the area injected that can be worse

than the pain and inflammation
caused by the condition being
treated”. The pain typically lasts for
one to two days.
In this case, aside from the pain,
the patient also developed “paperthin skin with discoloration, loss of
fat and muscle tissues” in the injected area – another known side effect, according to grounds of judgment The Straits Times obtained.
The patient had seen Dr Lim Lian
Arn at Alpha Joints & Orthopaedics
at Gleneagles Medical Centre in October 2014 for pain in her left wrist.
After a magnetic resonance imaging scan, Dr Lim gave her the option
of wearing a brace and taking oral

medication, with or without the injection. He did not tell her of the
possible side effects of the injection
but had not actively recommended
the treatment.
The Singapore Medical Council
(SMC) said it “had been made aware
that certain members of the medical profession hold the view that it is
not necessary to obtain a patient’s
informed consent for an H&L injection because such consent would be
implied, as with cases where blood
is drawn from a patient via an injection, and that there is no universal
practice to take informed consent
in such cases”.
But it noted that it is the doctor’s

duty to obtain informed consent
from patients “so that they may
meaningfully participate in decisions about their treatment”.
Dr Lim admitted that it was “serious negligence” on his part not to
have informed the patient of the
possible side effects. Since then, he
has made it a point to tell his patients. This was also his first breach
in 29 years of practice.
Dr Lim, who had pleaded guilty
and had also apologised to the patient, requested either the maximum fine of $100,000 or the minimum suspension of three months.
The SMC had asked for Dr Lim to
be suspended for five months.
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The SMC’s disciplinary tribunal
agreed with the council’s lawyer
that failure to obtain a patient’s informed consent was a serious offence, even though in this case, giving the injection was “an appropriate and reasonable treatment”.
Past cases where doctors failed to
get informed consent had resulted
in penalties ranging from $5,000 to
$10,000 fines (the maximum fine
was increased in 2010) or suspension of three to 12 months, or a combination of both. The severity of the
punishment depended on “whether
the conduct of the errant doctors
was egregious and whether there
were serious aggravating factors”.
In this case, the tribunal decided
on a $100,000 fine as it felt that Dr
Lim’s “degree of culpability is on
the low end, and that the harm that
ensued is limited in nature and extent”.
Dr Lim was also censured, has to
give a written undertaking not to repeat the offence, and to pay the cost
of the hearing, including the cost of
the SMC’s solicitors.
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Supervisor jailed over
theft of $2m in goods
Shaffiq Alkhatib

SP Group, ASB link
up on electric vehicle
charging network
Toh Ting Wei
Energy provider SP Group has partnered with Ascendas-Singbridge
Group (ASB) to install electric vehicle charging points in the latter’s
buildings, the two companies announced yesterday.
As part of the partnership, 24
high-speed chargers have been installed in six of ASB’s buildings –
Hyflux Innovation Centre, Corporation Place, Techlink, Techplace I,
The Capricorn and The Kendall.
Half of the charging points are
43kW alternate current (AC) chargers and the other half comprises
50kW direct current (DC) chargers.
These can power up a mid-sized
electric car within an hour, compared with six to eight hours via
household chargers.
At an event announcing the part-

nership at Hyflux Innovation Centre, SP Group chief executive
Wong Kim Yin said: “(The partnership) provides more convenient locations for our charging services,
and will accelerate the adoption of
green mobility in Singapore.
“We look forward to working
with ASB to roll out more highspeed charging points in their properties in the months ahead.”
ASB said it has plans to install
electric vehicle charging points in
more of its buildings, such as at Infinite Studios in Mediapolis and 5 Science Park Drive, by the end of the
year.
The chargers on ASB’s properties
are part of the SP’s first batch of 38
charging points, which was announced earlier in January.
The other 14 charging points are
located at Singapore Polytechnic
and Alexandra Technopark.
They are the first of 1,000 charg-

ing points SP aims to launch by
2020.
Users can locate and access available charging points via the SP app,
which can be downloaded from the
iTunes App Store and Google Play.
Currently, rates are 41.4 cents
and 47.3 cents per kWh for its AC
and DC chargers, respectively.
At these rates, SP has said electric car drivers will see “at least 50
per cent cost savings” compared to
those who drive comparable
petrol-powered models.
More partnerships are likely to
be in the works.
SP Group head of strategic development Goh Chee Kiong said: “We
are talking to a big number of
premise owners. We are hopeful
that more will be signing up soon.”
SP’s Mr Wong said the partnership could be a step forward in Singapore becoming the first city in
the world with predominantly
electr ic vehicles.
He said: “We can be very quick in
deploying infrastructure that will
serve everybody, compared to any
other country or city.”
He also told The Straits Times: “If
there are opportunities to do the
same (implement electric vehicle
charging solutions) overseas, we
would of course take the opportunity.”
twtoh@sph.com.sg
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Mr Wong Kim Yin, SP Group chief
executive officer, and
Mr Manohar Khiatani, deputy group
CEO of Ascendas-Singbridge Group,
launching a high-speed electric vehicle
charging station yesterday that will
enable users to charge their electric
vehicles at the Hyflux Innovation
Centre in Bendemeer Road.
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In just six months, warehouse supervisor Ismawi Ismail, who
worked for C. Steinweg Warehousing, misappropriated nearly 130
tonnes of nickel cathode plates
worth more than $2 million stored
at the Jurong Port Road warehouse.
He also bribed colleagues to facilitate the removal of the plates
from the premises.
Ismawi, 41, was jailed for seven
years yesterday after pleading
guilty to seven counts of corruption and one count of criminal
breach of trust.
The court heard that some time
in 2017, a man known only as Vijay
approached Ismawi at a canteen
near the warehouse and asked if
he had anything to sell.
The warehouse supervisor
replied that he could sell some
empty wooden pallets which
were used to hold goods.
In June that year, Ismawi told a
fellow warehouse supervisor,
Zainal Supardi, 58, of the deal to
sell the items and asked the older
man to help by covering a closed
circuit television camera at their
workplace.
Ismawi also asked Zainal to alert
security officer Letchumanan L.
Manickam, 59, about the matter.
Letchumanan, a Malaysian who
worked for Apro Asian Protection,
was instructed to allow unauthorised lorries to enter and exit the
warehouse premises without
recording their details or checking

their contents upon departure.
Deputy Public Prosecutor Eugene Sng said: “This was necessary because the empty wooden
pallets belonged to Steinweg and
the accused was not authorised to
remove them from the warehouse
or to sell them.
“On the part of the accused, he
would enter the warehouse office
and disarm the warehouse alarm
using the passcode that had been
assigned to him.”
Vijay’s associate, known only as
Lingam, later approached Ismawi
and asked if he had anything else
to sell.
Despite having no authority to
do so, Ismawi agreed to sell
Lingam the nickel cathode plates
stored in the warehouse. The DPP
said that Ismawi later roped in another colleague, warehouse administrator Mohd Ali Hanafiah
Mahamod, 47, who agreed to take
part in the plan.
Ismawi misappropriated the
nickel cathode plates between
June and December 2017. DPP
Sng told the court that he gave
Zainal $600 in bribes between
September and November that
year. Letchumanan received
$2,500 from June to November
2017, the court heard.
Court documents did not state
the amount Ismawi earned from
selling the nickel cathode plates.
He has made no restitution to C.
Steinweg Warehousing.
The cases against Zainal, Letchumanan and Ali are still pending.
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