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No booze, no cheering, no autographs –
tough rules for fans at Tokyo Olympics
Tokyo 2020 president warns festivities ‘will have to be suppressed’, and that organisers will need to be ‘creative’ to stoke a party atmosphere
Tokyo
NO ALCOHOL, no hugs, no cheers and
no autographs: Tokyo Olympic organisers unveiled tough new rules for
spectators at the pandemic Games on
Wednesday, as they marked one
month until the opening ceremony.
Tokyo 2020 president Seiko
Hashimoto warned festivities “will
have to be suppressed” to keep the
Games safe, and conceded that organisers will need to be “creative” to stoke
a party atmosphere.
Games chiefs decided on Monday
to allow up to 10,000 spectators into
competition venues, but Ms
Hashimoto warned them not to expect the kind of festival mood currently being enjoyed by football fans
at Euro 2020.
In Europe, the venues are filled
with celebratory atmosphere, she
said. “Unfortunately, we may not be
able to do the same.”
Spectators will need to clear several anti-virus requirements, including temperature checks and maskwearing, just to get into venues – with
no refunds available for those who
cannot.
Once inside, they are forbidden
from cheering or “making direct contact with other spectators” and will be
asked to go straight home after
events end.
Asking athletes for autographs or
“expressing verbal support” is also a
no-no, as is waving a towel or “any
form of cheering that could create a
crowd”.
“The festive mood will have to be
suppressed – that has become a major challenge,” Ms Hashimoto told reporters.
“People can feel joy in their hearts,
but they can’t be loud and they have
to avoid crowds,” she added.
“Those are the areas where we

With the July 23
opening ceremony
nearing,
organisers are
scrambling to
finalise
preparations and
win over a
sceptical public,
pledging the
Games will be
safe for locals
and participants.
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need to be creative, and we are putting in a lot of effort to come up with a
new way of celebrating.”
Spectators will also have to do
without alcohol, even though it is allowed at other sporting events currently being held in Japan.
Ms Hashimoto said the ban was decided “to alleviate the concerns of the
public as much as possible”.
With the July 23 opening ceremony nearing, organisers are scrambling to finalise preparations and win
over a sceptical public, pledging the

Games will be safe for locals and participants.
Speaking to reporters on Tuesday,
former athlete Ms Hashimoto said a
stripped-back Games was a chance to
re-focus attention on the “true values”
of the Olympics.
“In recent years when I was participating as an athlete, there were concerns that this (event) has become so
huge,” she said.
“This time, I feel that the true values of the Olympic and Paralympic
Games are finally being discussed.”

She rejected the suggestion that
the complications of Tokyo 2020
might put off future hosts, as
Olympic officials face a dwindling
number of cities eager for the expensive undertaking.
“I see this as one opportunity to
present the essence of the Olympic
and Paralympic Games, and to change
the format of the Games, so that other
cities will be willing to hold the
Games in the future,” she said.
It may not be a line that convinces
everyone, with athletes facing tough

restrictions including daily testing
and a ban on travel except between
venues and the Olympic Village.
Domestic opposition to the Games
has softened in recent weeks, but
around half of Japan’s public still do
not want the event to open in four
weeks’ time, polls showed.
Last Saturday, a Ugandan Olympic
coach tested positive on arrival in Japan, despite the team reportedly being vaccinated and testing negative
before travel. The rest of the delegation has now been put in quarantine

Double joy as Tokyo panda gives birth to twins
Tokyo
A PANDA at Tokyo’s Ueno Zoo gave birth to
twins on Wednesday, weeks after news of
Shin Shin’s pregnancy sent stocks in
nearby restaurants soaring.
They were born in the early hours of
Wednesday, the zoo said in a statement,
adding that it had not yet confirmed the
sex of the pair.
The zoo’s director Yutaka Fukuda said
the twin birth was a first for the Ueno facility.
“When I heard the news that the second
baby was born, I couldn’t help but whoop,”
he told reporters.
One of the cubs, weighing in at 124
grams, was placed in an incubator, zoo
spokesperson Naoya Ohashi said in a
press conference later.
The mother panda “is in good health,
and carefully looking after” the other baby,
he added.
When pandas have twins, they usually
only raise one, “so we will be making sure
the mother panda will breastfeed one
while we keep the other in the incubator”,
Mr Ohashi said.
Zookeepers will be swapping the babies
so that both cubs experience natural feeding, he added.
Shin Shin sparked a rally in stocks of eateries near the zoo earlier this month when
her suspected pregnancy was announced,
with investors anticipating a visitor boom
to the area after the delivery.

until July 3.
The frantic pace of preparations
may have taken its toll on Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike, who has been admitted to hospital suffering from exhaustion.
Addressing fears of a fun-free
Games, Ms Hashimoto said she hoped
the Olympics would showcase Japan’s “culture of hospitality and
caring about each other”.
“I hope such spirit of caring about
each other, will become the legacy of
the Games,” she said. AFP
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Ueno Zoological Gardens staff member Naoya Ohashi shows an image of giant
panda Shin Shin giving birth to the second of her twin cubs at Tokyo’s Ueno Zoo
on June 23. The twin birth was a first for the Ueno facility. PHOTO: AFP
Shares in one Chinese restaurant
nearby spiked nearly 30 per cent on the
pregnancy and was up around 6.4 per cent
in early trading on Wednesday.
And even the government weighed in,

with spokesperson Katsunobu Kato calling
the birth of the cubs “cheerful news” and inviting “all of Japan to watch over them”.
Zookeepers had been on alert for a possible pregnancy after Shin Shin and part-
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ner Ri Ri mated in early March.
The pair are also parents of a female
panda, Xiang Xiang, who was born in June
2017 and became a massive draw for the
zoo.
She was scheduled to be repatriated to
China two years after her birth, but Japanese officials negotiated to extend her stay
until the end of this year.
Japanese media have been offering regular updates on the Ueno pandas, which in
non-pandemic times draw huge crowds of
domestic and foreign tourists.
There are an estimated 1,800 giant pandas left in the wild, mainly in bamboo
forests in the mountains of China, according to environmental group WWF.
Around 600 more live in zoos and
breeding centres around the world.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature classifies giant pandas as
“vulnerable”.
The black and white mammals are immensely popular around the world and
China loans them out as part of a “panda
diplomacy” programme to foster foreign
ties.
The bears are notoriously bad at reproducing, but in early June, a panda in Malaysia gave birth to its third cub during its
stay there.
A newborn in Washington DC has enthralled Americans since its birth in August 2020, with over a million people tuning in on a “Panda Cam” to watch Xiao Qi Ji
– Little Miracle. AFP
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SP Group donates S$1m
to Community Chest
By Samantha Heo
samheo@sph.com.sg
Singapore
SP GROUP (SP) donated S$1 million to Community Chest to kickstart an initiative supporting children from low-income families
on Wednesday.
The initiative, called SP Kids at Heart,
will benefit about 2,000 KidSTART children for a year and provide them with educational tools, books and toys.
Mohd Hassan Marican, chairman of SP
said: “We are expanding our community
outreach to help children, who are the future of Singapore.”
The initiative will complement SP’s existing programmes for seniors through the
SP Heartware Fund.
“Through SP Kids at Heart, we can give
them the best possible start in their formative years,” he added.
Community Chest which will also put
the donation towards other electronic

Above right:
Shariffah Dayana
and Andri
Panusunan Sagala
with their sons,
three-year-old
Rumi (2nd from
left) and one-year
old Aria.
Right: SP Heart
Workers Rachel
Low with the
Rumi and Aria.
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devices such as Internet routers and tablets in these learning and development
packs.
SP said in a press release that it will
provide additional grocery vouchers, financial assistance packages, and other tools
and equipment that will create more conducive home learning environments for beneficiaries.
Minister for Social and Family Development, Masagos Zulkifli, said: “SP has
shown us how corporates can play their
part in building a society of opportunities
together even amid a pandemic.”
Mr Masagos is also the chairman of the
Growing Together with KidSTART Council.
SP will tap into its pool of staff volunteers, known as SP Heart Workers, to assemble, deliver and install the packages
for families.
They will also produce instructional
videos, or engage in on-site activities with
beneficiaries when social restrictions lift.
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