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KUALA LUMPUR

M ALAYSIAN Prime Minis-
ter Najib Razak told his
deputy, Muhyiddin Yassin,
and other officials yester-

day to stop commenting on the alleged
graft scandal at state investment fund
1Malaysia Development Berhad
(1MDB), saying arguments among lead-
ers would erode support for the govern-
ment.

Late on Sunday, Mr Muhyiddin told
a division meeting of Malaysia’s ruling
United Malays National Organisation
(Umno) party that the recent accusation
by Wall Street Journal that billions of
dollars had been transferred from
state-owned funds to the personal ac-
counts of Mr Najib was a serious matter
that needed explaining.

Mr Muhyiddin said he has called on
Mr Najib to take action to clear his
name, including personally denying the
graft accusation, stepping down as chair-
man of 1MDB’s advisory board and
making all reports on the fund public, re-
ported news website The Malaysian In-
sider.

The PM has yet to respond to any of
his calls, said Mr Muhyiddin.

He also warned that the ruling Ba-
risan Nasional coalition will lose the
next general election if Mr Najib does
nothing to save the reputation of the co-
alition government, The Star reported.

“Don’t underestimate the negative
emotion of the people,” he warned.

But he added that he did not have
any malice in questioning the 1MDB
scandal.

“I have no malice. Why should I?
But I have to speak the truth and give
my views and advice,” he said.

Mr Muhyiddin also revealed that he
had been in touch with former PM Ma-
hathir Mohamad, Mr Najib’s toughest
critic, but has kept the Cabinet briefed
on these meetings.

Apparently directed mainly at
Mr Muhyiddin, Mr Najib’s office issued
a statement yesterday, saying that “the
investigation (on 1MDB) is ongoing and
we should give those involved space to
perform their duties”.

“It would be wise not to make state-
ments that could cloud the people’s per-
ception of the country’s leaders, the gov-
ernment and Umno,” the statement
warned.

“People’s support towards the gov-
ernment and the party will erode if we
argue among ourselves,” it added.

The opposition Democratic Action
Party (DAP) said yesterday that it
agreed with Mr Muhyiddin that Barisan
will lose if the general election is called
now, reported The Malaysian Insider.

DAP secretary-general Lim Guan
Eng said Mr Muhyiddin was merely re-
flecting the reality in the country.

However, he said 1MDB was not the
only issue causing Barisan to lose sup-
port, as the people were equally angry
about the drop in the ringgit’s value and
the implementation of the goods and ser-
vices tax.
AGENCIES

SINGAPORE Power (SP) said yester-
day that it is giving the nation free use
of 200 mobile charging stations for
SG50.

The stations will be rolled out pro-
gressively in high-traffic locations is-
landwide, including hospitals, tertiary
institutions, libraries and supermarkets.

At least 20 stations are expected to
be installed by the middle of next
month, with about 40 more added
monthly. All units are expected to be in
place by December and will be perma-
nent fixtures.

Each unit has 10 individual slots,
which contain multiple charging tips
such as mini and micro USBs to fit most
mobile phones and tablets, and a blank
USB port for users to insert their own
charging cables.

To use the charging station, mem-
bers of the public can follow the

on-screen instructions displayed in Eng-
lish, Chinese, Malay and Tamil.

They will need to scan the barcode
of a personal identification card such as
their NRIC, driving licence, student
pass or senior citizen concession card,
and create a 4-digit personal identifica-
tion number (PIN) before plugging in
their device.

The same two-step authentication
process is used to retrieve the device.

Speaking at the unveiling at Singa-
pore General Hospital (SGH) yester-
day, SP Group chief executive Wong
Kim Yin said the “Gift Of Power” is
aimed at alleviating the stress of mod-
ern life by helping Singaporeans stay
connected.

“Almost all of us carry a mobile
phone with us, and running out of pow-
er can be distressing. This allows us to
get a power boost on the go while at-
tending to other daily tasks,” he said.

There are eight charging stations up
and running now.

Three are located at SGH – two at
the Academia building and one at the
Singapore National Eye Centre – and
five at FairPrice supermarkets in Hou-
gang Street 21, Ang Mo Kio Hub, Thom-
son Plaza, nex and The Woodgrove.
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