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IN THE lead up to Chinese New Year (CNY), 

households spend much time committing 

to spring-cleaning and the hanging up of 

festive decorations to usher in the New 

Year.

SP Group’s staff volunteers – SP Heart 

Workers – paid a visit on Jan 31 to more 

than 300 households at two rental blocks 

in the Limbang area of Marsiling-Yew Tee 

GRC to lend a hand in decorating the 

homes for the festive period.

Residents were offered a variety of CNY 

wall and door decorations, which featured 

Chinese well-wishes, together with decor-

ative Chinese knots to hang around their 

houses. 

The gesture by SP Group staff was well 

received by the residents. Said Limbang 

resident Lee Khee Hoon: “I am happy that 

the volunteers visited me. It’s nice to have 

my home decorated to welcome the New 

Year. This will be a lucky year.”

This visit  was one in  a  series of  

CNY-themed community outreach initiat-

ives by SP Group in January and early Feb-

ruary, which concluded with a CNY dinner 

for 900 needy residents living in the Marsil-

ing-Yew Tee GRC on Feb 3. 

Minister for National Development and 

Anchor Minister for Marsiling-Yew Tee 

GRC Lawrence Wong and advisers to the 

GRC’s grassroots organisations joined the 

residents at the dinner.

Mr Wong said: “We appreciate and wel-

come the efforts by SP Group to give back 

to the community. 

“The initiatives by SP Group comple-

ment existing government schemes and 

the efforts of our grassroots volunteers to 

help our residents in need, and our com-

munity strengthen bonds,” he added.

The grid operator’s other initiatives in-

clude its work with the Ang Mo Kio Family 

Service Centre (AMKFSC). On Feb 1, SP 

Heart Workers spent an afternoon doing 

up CNY decorations and enjoying festive 

treats with children who receive support 

from the AMKFSC. 

In January, SP Group volunteers and 

AMKFSC incorporated their monthly initi-

ative of distributing fruit and vegetables 

to about 25 needy families in the Ang Mo 

Kio area into its festive giving efforts. The 

programme started in October 2017 and 

will see the Heart Workers distribute such 
essentials to the families for February 
today. 

In  keeping  with  the  theme  of  
long-tailed engagement with AMKFSC, SP 
Group is currently making plans with 
Marsiling-Yee Tee GRC to offer this initiat-
ive to needy families in the GRC. 

Throughout 2018, 300 SP Heart Work-
ers will be involved in a series of com-
munity assistance programmes planned 
with volunteers from Marsiling-Yew Tee 
GRC grassroots organisations.

The group’s next engagement with the 
GRC will see SP Heart Workers pack and 
distribute close to 2500 goodie bags – 
called  Power  Packs  –  consisting  of  
Halal-certified food essentials to residents 
in March.

Wong Kim Yin, group chief executive of-
ficer, SP Group, said: “While we strive to en-
hance the quality of life of Singaporeans 
through providing reliable power supply, 
we hope to provide additional support for 
the needy through our giving and volun-
teer work.”
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FOR breadwinner Vimaladelvi D/O Lochumu-
man, undergoing a ligament surgery and be-
ing out of action for six months meant minim-
ising the family’s expenditure and rationing 
food at times to get through the month. 

Hence, the WeCare Festive pack given by 
NorthWest Community Development Council 
and other corporate sponsors was a relief for 
Mdm Vimaladevi’s family. 

“I’m appreciative of the WeCare festive 
pack that’s coming. (It) would be of great help 
to my family, especially during this difficult 
period. Moreover, it is a healthier choice food 

pack which is beneficial for my four children.”
The festive pack consisted of 11 healthier 

food choice options to help create awareness 
on the importance of a healthier diet among 
the lower-income families.

The three-week “healthier” new year cam-
paign from Jan 20-Feb 15 saw 1,600 volun-
teers from various corporates, institutes of 

higher learning, schools and grassroots organ-
isations distributing festive packs to over 
6,000 families residing in rental units across 
the 13 divisions within the North West Dis-
trict. 

Teo Ho Pin, Mayor of North West District, 
said: “ Over the years, WeCare@North West 

Service Weeks has seen an increase in the 
number of partners on board to support this 
meaningful initiative. We saw more than 
two-fold increase in the number of corporate 
partners since its inception in 2014 . . . This is 
a heartening sight to see within the North 
West District.”

One such organisation that partnered 

North West CDC in the festive pack distribu-
tion is Keppel Land. 

On Jan 28, over 30 Keppel Land staff volun-
teers joined students from Republic Polytech-
nic to distribute festive packs and red packets 
to about 320 low-income families residing in 
the rental units in Gambas. 

Leading the volunteers were Ong Ye Kung, 

Minister for Education (Higher Education and 
Skills) & Second Minister for Defence and Ad-
viser to Gambas GROs, and Loh Chin Hua, 
CEO of Keppel Corporation and executive 
chairman of Keppel Land. 

Mr Ong said this is a yearly exercise where 
North West CDC will come together with Kep-

pel Land to distribute Chinese New Year good-
ies to the various families to wish them a good 
year ahead and provide some companionship 
at the same time. 

This is the second consecutive year that 
Keppel Land has taken part in this event, and 
the company has been an active partner un-
der the North West Care & Repair Programme, 

and has been organising regular activities for 
the citizens in Gambas division.

Mr Loh said: “Keppel Land believes in do-
ing good as we do well. We constantly seek 

ways to contribute meaningfully in the local 

and overseas communities where we operate. 

We have been working closely with the North 

West CDC to provide enriching experiences 

for children and families in Singapore’s North 

West District since 2016.”

❚ Taking Heart is a weekly series
highlighting meaningful CSR initiatives.

Powering up CNY efforts with SP Group

Across
1 An orchestra aboard Titanic, 

perhaps giving shout from 
it? (7,4)

9 Person’s loyal if working for 
money (14)

11 A cat, tiny little thing (4)
12 One and the other scoffing 

last of clear soup (5)
13 After face shaved, he hurt (4)
16 Piece in document left (8)
17 Home encapsulating a royal 

residence (6)
19 Ruin mother’s ruin? That’s 

the limit! (6)
20 Wine: whole amount 

knocked back by trainee 
soldier (8)

22 Naked woman you painted 
bare for just ends? (4)

23 Series of tennis shots to get 
better (5)

24 Average market (4)
27 Sweet thing, a turnover? 

(6-4,4)
28 Recalled by shaking around 

one’s middle – this 
performer? (5,6)

Down
2 Wrong if board praised 

colourful flier (4,2,8)
3 Poor lover gets stood up by 

female (4)
4 One witnessing sober rev 

getting drunk (8)

5 Religion thus hides clue (6)
6 One inhabiting a Hebridean 

island (4)
7 Lifting mechanism, actions for 

defence against strikers? 
(5,3,6)

8 Printers breed dogs (11)
10 Chaos in opium den, man 

misbehaving (11)
14 Item of underwear in mind 

(5)
15 Lighter suit (5)
18 A duel, two in conflict, illegal 

(8)
21 Some socks and a little shoe 

(6)
25 Unemployed, I had left 

employment originally (4)
26 Superstar, I party! (4)

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION
Across: 1 Decorative, 6 Club, 9 

Grass, 10 Medicinal, 12 
Nobel Laureate, 14 Alluring, 
15 Wedded, 17 Relays, 19 
Desserts, 21 Characterless, 
24 Tunneller, 25 Primp, 26 
Dodo, 27 Peppermint

Down: 1 Digs, 2 Channel, 3 
Raspberry cane, 4 Tumbling, 
5 Vodka, 7 Lanyard, 8 
Balderdash, 11 Carpet 
sweeper, 13 Fabricated, 16 
Pear drop, 18 Learned, 20 
Rossini, 22 Tulle, 23 Spit
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Spreading festive cheer
through healthier food packs

“I am happy that the volunteers visited me. It’s nice to have my home decorated to welcome the New Year. This will 
be a lucky year,” said resident Lee Khee Hoon, with SP Group volunteers lending a helping hand. PHOTO:  SP  GROUP

Above: During the WeCare@NorthWest 
Service Weeks (Gambas), over 30 Keppel
Land volunteers joined students 
from Republic Polytechnic to pack and 
distribute festive packs to about
60 needy households. Leading the 
volunteers to spread cheer were Mr Ong 
(first row, in blue shirt) and Mr Loh (to 
the left of Mr Ong).  PHOTOS:  KEPPEL  LAND

TAKING HEART

“Keppel Land  believes
in doing  good  as  we  do
well.  We  constantly  seek 
ways to contribute 
meaningfully  in  the local
and overseas  communities  
where we  operate.”
Mr Loh (third from left) with Mr Ong
(second from left), bringing cheer
to residents of rental flats during the
WeCare@NorthWest Service Weeks (Gambas) 

Keppel Land staff  volunteers  and students from  Republic Polytechnic  distribute  festive packs and CNY red packets to residents  in  Gambas 
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