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SP Group has installed 200 elec-
tric-vehicle (EV) charging points 
across the island,  four times the 
number it had as at June this year.

Giving an update on its roll-out, 
the utility group said yesterday the 
200 points include 52 direct cur-
rent (DC) fast chargers. 

By next year, SP is targeting 1,000 
charging points, of which 250 will 
be high-speed DC chargers.

DC fast chargers are seen to be 
most  convenient  for  users  who  
need to charge their vehicles on 
the go. They can charge up a car in 
as little as 30 minutes, compared 
with six to eight hours for a normal 
charger.

SP said some of its DC charging 

points are in the Central Business 
District, with Republic Plaza being 
the  first  commercial  building  in  
the CBD to host a fast charger. 

Other new charging locations in-
clude Orchard Road, Sentosa and 
Paya Lebar.

EV drivers visiting Orchard Road 
can now charge their cars at Shaw 
Centre. 

Elsewhere, Resorts World Sen-
tosa is hosting Sentosa’s first fast 
chargers,  while  a  cluster  of  20  
charging points are at Paya Lebar 
Quarter. 

SP Group’s head of strategic de-
velopment Goh Chee Kiong said: 
“Our aim is to drive green mobility 
in  Singapore.  By  building  the
largest and fastest public EV charg-
ing network islandwide, we reduce 
range anxiety and shorten the time 
needed to charge the vehicles.”

Mr Christopher Wehner, manag-

ing director of BMW Group Asia, 
said: “BMW still believes electrifica-
tion is the future in Singapore, and 
it’s clear we aren’t the only ones. 

“I find it extremely heartening to 
see companies such as SP Group in-
vest  in  the  development  of  the  
charging infrastructure and in key 
areas of Singapore.” 

He described the race to mass 
adoption of electrified vehicles as a 
marathon, not a sprint, adding that 
it  will  be won only if  companies 
work together to provide a com-
plete ecosystem. 

“BMW Asia is doing its part by 
continually introducing the latest 
EVs and plug-in hybrids into the 
market,” added Mr Wehner.

Currently, BMW has one electric 
model – the i3 – and a number of 
plug-in hybrids, which still have an 
internal  combustion  engine  but  
can cover up to 50km on pure elec-
tric mode. 

Hyundai agent Komoco,  which 
currently has two electric models, 
said: “We’re glad that electric car 
charging  stations  are  now  more  
readily available and conveniently 
located for the public.”
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Visitors to Orchard Road can expect to have a roaring good time over the next few days. Some of Singapore’s best lion dance teams will be battling it out this 
week at the 25th Ngee Ann City National Lion Dance Championships 2019, at Ngee Ann City Civic Plaza. Last year’s champions of the “Freestyle Southern Lion 
Dance”, Yi Wei Athletic Association Team B, are among the 20 teams taking part in the competition, which ends on Saturday. The winning group of the 
freestyle category will walk away with a trophy and a cash award of $6,000, and for the traditional category, there is a cash award of $2,800 and a trophy. 
Education Minister Ong Ye Kung will be the guest of honour at the closing ceremony on Saturday. ST PHOTO: ALPHONSUS CHERN
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The Strata Titles Board has over-
ruled a condominium management 

corporation’s (MC) refusal to let an 
apartment owner install sliding win-
dows, saying it found the decision 
to be “arguably unreasonable”.

The  board  noted  that  Castle  
Green’s MC had allowed the same 

sliding windows and different vari-
eties, such as screens and blinds, to 
be installed at other units in the 
Yio Chu Kang Road development.

“The  applicant’s  installation  of  
clear sliding windows could not be 
said to detract further from the aes-
thetic uniformity of Castle Green,” 
said  the  board  in  its  decision  
grounds issued last week.

A resident, Ms Low Yung
Chyuan, had sought an order from 
the board in February to keep the 
sliding  windows  installed  at  her  
yard opening, and to complete the 
rest of her renovation as permitted 
by the MC last September.

Her lawyer Teh Ee-von argued, 
among other things, that the MC did 
not consider the ground floor units, 
which had installed such windows, 
as having violated the by-laws. 

The by-laws state that no work is 
to be carried out that may affect the 
external  facade  of  the  building,  
without first getting the MC’s ap-
proval in writing.

The MC’s lawyers Koh Junxiang 
and Chua Minghao countered that 
Ms Low had been notified that the 
installation was not approved de-
spite reminders from the manag-
ing agent. She had also failed to con-
vince the other owners,  53.7 per 

cent of whom voted at an annual 
general  meeting  (AGM)  in  June  
against installing such windows.

In  its  findings,  the  board  said  
that based on the condo’s by-laws, 
Ms Low should not have installed 
the windows without the approval 
of the MC.

It also said that while the win-
dows did affect the external ap-
pearance  of  Castle  Green,  they  
would  not  detract  from  its  aes-
thetic uniformity when seen in the 
context  of  being  located  among  
several other units that  installed 
screens, blinds and other such rele-
vant  items  in  the  recessed  yard  
area of the building. It found no rea-
son for Ms Low to be treated differ-
ently from the ground-floor units.

The board also found that the MC 
allowed other owners to install “a va-
riety of items affecting the facade, 
(and) to do so for a considerable pe-
riod of time without approval”.

There was also no need for an 
AGM’s approval as there were de-
sign guidelines for the council to 
decide on a case-by-case basis. The 
board added: “There is no reason-
able  basis  to  not  consent  or  to  
refuse (Ms Low’s) proposal.”
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Caught in the grip of a tough family 
situation,  a  teenage  boy  started  
skipping  school  and  mixing  with  
the wrong crowd. 

His father, who had been in and 
out of prison for drug offences, was 
having an affair. His mother had lost 
her job recently and often returned 
home late after a night of drinking. 
Bereft of parental guidance, the boy 
returned to an empty home after  
school. Growing up in such a chal-
lenging environment, he easily
found himself on the wrong path. 

This was a case study brought up 
by Minister for Social and Family 
Development Desmond Lee yester-
day, when he explained the need 
for early intervention and support 
for youth at risk. 

He said: “We need to understand 
what puts youth at risk and address 
these issues as early as possible – 
for example, through preventative 
outreach, education and interven-
tion. It also means giving our chil-
dren a good start in life.”

Mr Lee was speaking at a sympo-
sium discussing the early preven-
tion of youth offending.

Organised by the National Com-
mittee on Prevention, Rehabilita-
tion and  Recidivism  (NCPR),  the  
Conversations  On  Youth  sympo-
sium brought together 650 stake-
holders  for  a  dialogue.  They  in-
cluded school leaders, social work-
ers and law enforcement officers.

Mr Lee, who is also an NCPR co-
chairman, said that early interven-
tion could help youth at risk turn 
their lives around. He said the num-
ber of youth arrested had declined, 
from about 3,100 in 2014 to about 
2,700 last year.

Mr Lee said: “At their stage in life, 
young people are significantly influ-
enced by their environment...
Youth at risk and young offenders 
often face challenging circum-
stances. They may lack family sup-
port, or mix with the wrong com-
pany. Some of this is beyond their 
control, but has a big impact as they 
are growing up.”

“By providing as much help as we 
can upstream, we want to help our 
young  people  to  form  good  pat-
terns,  habits  and  behaviour  to  
break the cycle of abuse or offend-
ing and achieve their fullest poten-
tial,” he added. 

Mr Lee highlighted initiatives on 
providing early support to youth, 
such  as  the  recent  expansion  of  
KidStart,  a  programme  that  pro-
vides advice and support to fami-
lies from vulnerable backgrounds 
on matters such as child develop-
ment, nutrition and pre-school sup-
port  to  enable  their  children  to  
have a good start in life.

Last  week,  the  Children  and  
Young Persons Act – which  pro-
tects juvenile youth as well as chil-
dren who are exposed to abuse, ne-
glect or risk – was amended, extend-
ing its ambit to those under 18. 

Mr  Lee said  all  stakeholders  
would  need  to  work  together  to  
strengthen support for young peo-
ple.  “The  more  partners  are  in-
volved, the greater the challenge to 
holistically address a family’s needs 
and reach a common agreement.”

Boys’  Town  executive  director  
Roland Yeow said that early inter-
vention could help youth at risk to 
get the help they need to turn their 
lives around. 

“Tapping existing community re-
sources and expertise for youth at 
risk is critical. With more partners 
coming  on  board,  inter-agencies  
have  a  better  chance  to  support  
youth at risk before further issues 
arrive,” he said. 

“I am hopeful that such a collabora-
tion between agencies  within  the  
community would help create better 
interventions and outcomes in help-
ing youth at  risk to  return to the 
mainstream or prevent future at-risk 
behaviour.”
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Actress-model Melissa  Faith  Yeo  
Lay Hong (right) appeared in court 
yesterday for allegedly using vulgar 
language  on  a  policewoman,  an  
SMRT employee and a hotline po-
lice operator on different occasions.

Yeo, 33, faces four charges under 
the  Protection  from  Harassment  
Act. 

According  to  court  documents,  
she allegedly used “indecent and in-
sulting communication” on  assis-
tant station manager Victor
Chuang Shi Chang at Bishan MRT 
station at around 9.30pm on Nov 21 
last year. She is accused of abusing 

Mr  Chuang  with  vulgar  language  
and directing an obscene hand ges-
ture at him.

On April 2 this year, she was at 
the Ang Mo Kio Police Division at 
around 5.40pm when she allegedly 
used an obscenity on an investiga-
tion officer, Sergeant Isabella Lee.

About a month later, Yeo was at 
an Ang Mo Kio block of flats when 

she allegedly made a remark con-
taining vulgar language to an emer-
gency hotline police operator.

A search on the Council for Estate 
Agencies’ website reveals that Yeo 
is also a property agent. 

In 2014, she appeared in a local 
movie  titled  Afterimages,  which  
was about urban legends and su-
perstitions in Singapore. She was 

named  one  of  FHM  Singapore’s  
100 Sexiest Women for 2008 and 
2009.

She also caused a stir among neti-
zens in 2009 when she announced 
on her blog that she was going to 
Bangkok for breast augmentation.

Her bail has been set at $5,000 and 
she will be back in court on Sept 30.

If  convicted  of  using  indecent  
and  insulting  words,  she  can  be  
jailed for up to a year and fined up to 
$5,000 on each charge.
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52
Number of direct current (DC) fast 
chargers, out of the 200 charging 
points, installed across the island.

30 mins
How long it takes for a DC fast 
charger to charge up a car, 
compared with six to eight hours 
for a normal charger. 
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HELPING YOUTH FORM GOOD HABITS

By providing as much help as we 
can upstream, we want to help 
our young people to form good 
patterns, habits and behaviour 
to break the cycle of abuse or 
offending and achieve their 
fullest potential.

’’MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AND FAMILY 
DEVELOPMENTDESMOND LEE
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