
L
IGHT grey was the colour of 
his sweaty shirt, but sunny 
smiles throughout a windy 
day was his visible disposi-
tion.

And when one by one his main rivals 
faltered, Thai golfer Sadom Kaewkan-
jana cruised to a famous victory by 3 
shots  with  a  two-under  69  at  the  
US$1.25 million SMBC Singapore Open 
Golf Championship at Sentosa’s Sera-
pong course on Sunday (Jan 23).

The 23-year-old kept his cool and 
composure to do what has become a fa-
miliar trade with him: winning.

The joint-overnight leader, who bird-
ied the sixth and seventh holes and 
played the rest to regulation saw his 
main contender, American Sihwan Kim, 
collapse with a patchy two-over 73 to fin-
ish 4 shots behind in fourth, but enough 
to earn him a spot at the British Open at 
St Andrews in July.

India’s Veer Ahlawat, who staged an 
early challenge with 5 birdies in the first 
six holes, fell out of contention after a 
double-bogey  on  the  relatively-easy  
183-yard par-three 17th and a bogey on 
the par-five 18th despite a 69.

Last week’s Singapore International 
champion at the Tampines course, Kim 

Joo-hyung, found too many bunkers and 
missed birdie opportunities on the way 
home to lose the battle after a bogey on 
the par-four 15th, also despite a 69.

So all that was left for Sadom to do 
was to keep his steady demeanour, play 
percentage golf and radiate cheer, some-
times with small talk with Kim, as they 
ambled along the fairways.

Standing on the 18th tee-box, Sadom 
enjoyed a three-shot buffer over Japan’s 

Yuto Katsuragawa and Kim, and he con-
tinued his masterclass with a driver that 
sent the ball comfortably placed on the 
fairway 290 yards out.

Delayed by waiting in the earlier 
flight for a ruling on Filipino Julian de 
los Santos’ golf ball that was stuck in the 
drain cover on the cartpath, Sadom de-
cided to lay up with his second shot 
knowing fully well that it would be diffi-
cult for him to be toppled.

Then he found the green with an easy 
108-yard approach, 2 putted for par for 
a  13-under  271 total  to  claim the  
US$225,000 winner’s cheque. 

The champion, who received a cham-
pagne shower from his friends at the 
18th, will also play at the British Open 
along with second-placed Yuto Katsur-
agawa, Kim and Sihwan.

Sadom, who finished second behind 
Kim with US$378,972 on the Asian 
Tour’s Order of Merit, said: “I was very re-
laxed throughout, and the victory was a 
result of my hard work, especially dur-
ing the pandemic in the last 2 years. My 
opponents played well but I was more fo-
cused on my own game.”

The tournament’s  marquee golfer 
Paul Casey finished the first round at a 
lowly 110th position – 10 shots off the 
pace with a 76 – although he showed his 
mastery with a five-under 66 to finish 
tied-16th at three-under 281.

The Englishman, who eagled the par-
five fourth hole for the third straight 
day, would have returned with a better 
finish if not for his double-bogey on the 
225-yard eighth hole – his penultimate 
hole having teed off at the 10th.

Singapore’s trio of Koh Dengshan (73, 
and in 60th spot), Mitchell Slorach (79, 
in 71st spot) and Nicklaus Chiam (77, in 
74th position) could not raise their 
games, but Slorach did get some good-
ies from Sentosa’s Shangri-La Resort for 
his ace on the 17th hole on Saturday.

As the top local player, Koh booked 
his place for next month’s PIF Saudi Inter-
national powered by SoftBank Invest-
ment Advisers. The Asian Tour com-
mences its 2022 season at the US$5 mil-
lion Saudi event from Feb 3-6.
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SP Group delivered over 2,800 Power 
Packs – comprising food items, vitamins 
and antigen rapid test kits, among oth-
ers – on Thursday (Jan 20) to low-in-
come families around the island ahead 
of the Chinese New Year festive season. 

The company aims to donate a re-
cord 10,000 Power Packs by end of this 
year to the same number of families. 

The annual SP Power Packs charity 

drive is into its ninth year and the com-

pany has committed over S$1.1 million 

to the items which were prepared and 

distributed by SP’s staff volunteers.

Group chief executive officer of SP 

Group, Stanley Huang, said: “Our annual 

SP Power Packs charity drive is timely 

for the festive season. Going further, we 

are  stepping  up  our  contributions  

through sustained outreach throughout 

the year, to ensure that the needs of vul-

nerable families continue to be met. 

“SP  Group’s  contribution  of  over  

S$1.1 million, together with the volun-

teer efforts of our staff, will help 10,000 

households this year, and provide relief 

from the pandemic.”

For this first distribution of the year, 

SP collaborated with AMKFSC Com-

munity Services, Touch Community Ser-

vices, and the constituency offices of 

Toa Payoh West-Thomson, Kolam Ayer, 

Tampines West and Taman Jurong.

TAKING HEART

SP Group generates record S$1.1m 
for its annual charity drive

In-form Sadom puts on star 
show to win Singapore Open
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Winner of the 2019 Bangladesh Open, Sadom Kaewkanjana kept his cool and 
composure to do what has become a familiar trade with him: winning. PHOTO:  AFP
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Mr Lian Yong De, ST Logistics’
operations manager,
in The Hunt For Masks

The people
holding the
stock ofmasks
were basically
behaving like
they were
sitting on a
pile of gold.

Koh Dengshan  finishes as the  leading Singaporean at the  US$1.25m  event.  BY GODFREY ROBERT 

The Business Times | Monday, January 24, 2022 | 15
L I F E & C U L T U R E


