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The  first  face-to-face  US-
China meeting under the Biden 
administration is a step in the 
right direction despite the tough 
rhetoric, Deputy Prime Minister 
Heng Swee Keat said yesterday. 

He said the meeting showed a 
recognition from both sides on 
the need for dialogue and cooper-
ation.

“It is important they perse-
vere – maintain open channels 
of communication, find a way 
forward to deal with their differ-
ences, and manage the tensions 
and frictions,” said Mr Heng.

He was giving the keynote 
address  at  the  virtual  Credit  
Suisse Asian Investment Confer-
ence, days after top Chinese and 
US diplomats publicly rebuked 
each  other’s  policies  during  
talks in Alaska.

In his speech, Mr Heng said 
the global order is going through 
choppier seas, and while Asia’s 
prospects are promising, with a 
young  population  and  fast-
growing  middle  class,  its  

growth is not foreordained. 
Whether the region emerges 

stronger  post-Covid  will  
depend on how it navigates shift-
ing geopolitical tides and seizes 
economic opportunities. 

A fracture in US-China ties 
would be hugely destabilising, 
he noted, stressing that a stable 
relationship is important to the 
global commons.

While the Biden administra-
tion  will  bring  a  more  pre-
dictable approach to the world’s 
most critical bilateral relation-
ship, the US and China will con-
tinue to be strategic competi-
tors, he said. 

But it is in the interest of both 

sides to cooperate on common 
challenges such as Covid-19 and 
climate change. 

Mr  Heng  said  he  hoped  a  
framework for cooperation will 
be developed, even as both sides 
continue to compete, as major 

powers do. 
“Fair,  healthy  competition  

can be positive, if it spurs innova-
tion to achieve better solutions 
for the many complex challenges 
the world faces,” he added.

He also said it is critical that 
both countries remain construc-
tively engaged with the region.

Welcoming the Biden admin-
istration’s commitment to con-
tinue to engage and strengthen 
its partnership with the region, 
he said Asean is an important 
partner for the US, not just in 
tackling existing and emerging 
global challenges, but also in 
putting  regional  engagement  
efforts into concrete action.

At the same time, China’s eco-
nomic success has been a boon 
for growth in the region, he said, 
noting  that  the  Asean-China  
Dialogue  Partnership,  which  
commemorates its 30th anniver-
sary this year, is one of Asean’s 
most substantive external part-
nerships.

“The constructive  involve-
ment of both the US and China in 
the region will be key to Asia’s 
continued peace, stability and 
growth.”
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Four Caltex service stations will 
soon offer fast electric vehicle 
charging,  in  a  partnership  
between SP Group and Chevron 
Singapore, which markets the 
Caltex brand.

The 50kW direct current fast 
chargers that will be installed at 
these stations  by  the second  
quarter of this year will be able 
to charge up an electric vehicle 
in 30 minutes, SP and Chevron 
said in a joint press release yes-
terday.

This is compared with the few 
hours required by the more com-
monly available alternating cur-
rent chargers.

Three stations – in Chong 
Pang, Jurong Spring and Dun-
earn – will each be equipped 
with one fast charger.

The fourth, in Changi, will 
have two 50kW direct current 
charging  points  that  are  
designed to allow a compatible 
car to charge up to a speed of 
100kW, provided only one car is 
utilising the charging points.

REAL-TIME UPDATES
The chargers will also be incor-
porated  on  the  SP  Utilities  
mobile app, which allows elec-
tric vehicle drivers to search for 
the availability of the nearest 
charging points, receive real-
time updates on their charging 
sessions and make direct, cash-
less payment. 

SP and Chevron said they will 
be  studying  electric  vehicle  
charging  usage  patterns  and  
behaviour  at  the  stations  to  
refine and enhance accessibility 
and  utilisation,  and  plan  for  
more charging points and loca-
tions.

Group chief executive officer 
of SP Stanley Huang said: “We 
are pleased to partner Caltex in 
our first collaboration with a fuel 
and lubricant retailer. 

“This gives electric vehicle 

drivers greater convenience as 
it accelerates the accessibility of 
charging locations that are incor-
porated in our daily activities.

“ Our aim is to build Singa-
pore’s  largest  public  electric  
vehicle charging network and 
expand  our  integrated  green  
mobility solutions to meet the 
evolving needs and sustainabil-
ity goals of businesses and indi-
viduals.”
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A man threatened a High Court 
judge and the Singapore judi-
ciary after challenges against 
Section 377A – which crimi-
nalises  sex  between  men  –  
were dismissed in March last 
year. 

M u h a m m a d  H a n i f  
Mohamed  Huzairi  yesterday  
also admitted to inciting vio-
lence against them on Insta-
gram.

The  31-year-old  pleaded  
guilty to one count of using 
threatening words towards a 
public servant under the Protec-
tion from Harassment Act, and 
two counts of communicating 
an electronic record containing 
an incitement to violence. 

He had directed his posts at 
Justice See Kee Oon, who had 
dismissed the challenges seek-
ing to overturn the legal provi-
sion in  Section  377A of  the  
Penal Code.

Hanif is set to be sentenced 
on April 22.

Court  documents  stated  
that when Hanif found out that 
the constitutional challenges 
were dismissed, he was upset 
and felt that the judges had to 
be replaced.

He expressed his displeasure 
by posting Instagram Stories 
and commenting on Pink Dot 
SG’s Instagram post.

On March  30 last  year at  
4.02pm, Hanif posted an Insta-
gram  Stories  item  on  his  
account, which is public, say-
ing: “To the dead-ass boomer 
of a judge who dismissed the 
challenges against S377A, you 
better... watch out!!”

Three hours later, he posted 
a comment on Pink Dot SG’s 
Instagram post saying: “Time 
to hunt down the oppressive 
judges,  who basically  main-
tained the legalisation of dis-
crimination  against  us,  and  
make them pay the ultimate 
price.”

CALLED FOR TORTURE
A  second  Instagram  Stories  
post about half an hour later 
called for the torture of the “cor-
rupted  judges”  until  they  
“crumble and repeal S377A on 
the spot”.

A complainant had lodged a 
police report against Hanif that 
day at around 11.30pm after see-
ing the threats of violence.

Those  convicted  of  using  
threatening words towards a 
public servant can be jailed for 
up to a year and fined. 

Those convicted of commu-
nicating an electronic record 
containing an incitement to vio-
lence can be jailed for up to five 
years and fined.
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