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BRITNEY Spears on Monday announced she 
is pregnant with her third child, 5 months 
after a judge ended the controversial guardi-
anship the pop icon said barred her from hav-
ing more children.

“I got a pregnancy test... and uhhhhh 
well... I am having a baby,” the 40-year-old 
said on Instagram.

A Los Angeles judge in November dis-
solved the conservatorship long overseen by 
Spears’ father – an arrangement the singer 
said had prevented her from having a contra-
ceptive intrauterine device (IUD) removed 
despite her desire for more kids.

“I thought ‘Geez... what happened to my 
stomach???’” Spears wrote, saying that her 
28-year-old partner Sam Asghari speculated 
she was “food pregnant”. “It’s growing !!! If 2 
are in there... I might just loose it,” added the 
singer, prompting online chatter that she 
may be expecting twins.

After a highly public 2007 breakdown, the 
star was placed under a conservatorship 
headed by her father Jamie Spears, which las-
ted nearly 14 years. Fans had long sounded 
alarm that the ...Baby One More Time singer 
was unhappy with her father as guardian, 

and in June 2021 she asked a Los Angeles 

judge to end the legal arrangement that had 

left her “traumatised”. Her allegation that the 

conservatorship was preventing her from re-

moving a contraceptive IUD sparked outrage 

from reproductive rights groups and her 

fans, many of whom were already involved 

in the fervent #FreeBritney movement.

“I would like to progressively move for-

ward, and I want to have the real deal,” 

Spears told the court in a bombshell hearing 

last summer. “I want to be able to get married 

and have a baby. I have an (IUD) inside of my-

self so I don’t get pregnant. They don’t want 

me to have children – any more children.” AFP

S
INGAPORE  utility  group  SP  
Group is donating S$1.35 mil-
lion to support 450 engineering 
school students in the Institute 
of  Technical  Education  (ITE)  

through the inaugural SP Group Engineer-
ing Study Awards.

The funds will be disbursed monthly to 
the students, who come from low-income 
families, over the next 3 years, the group 
said

Launched on Tuesday (Apr 12), the new 
awards will  complement existing book 
prizes for ITE’s electrical engineering stu-
dents offered by the group.

The group is working with ITE to send 
students on work-study stints in areas such 
as power grids, sustainable energy, and 
new technologies. It also links students up 
with SP Group’s engineers, who serve as 
mentors.

The group noted that more than 16 per 
cent of its 3,600 staff are ITE alumni. 
Among them, close to 60 per cent went on 
to pursue further education and attained 
diplomas or degrees.

Stanley Huang, group chief executive of-
ficer (CEO) of SP Group, said the group is 
committed to encouraging youth to pursue 
their career aspirations regardless of their 

socio-economic background.

“ITE has provided many of our technical 

officers and technicians a strong founda-

tion to grow their engineering capabilities,” 

he added.

ITE CEO Low Khah Gek said the study 

award will enable students with financial 

needs to take on fewer part-time jobs and 

focus on their education.

One such award recipient is Jackie Lim, a 

first-year Nitec mechatronics and robotics 

student who works part-time at a supermar-

ket to help with his family’s expenses.

“I am happy to receive the study award, 

because it means I do not need to keep 

thinking about having to work more hours 

and can  instead focus more time on 

school,” said Lim.

For over 20 years, SP Group has awarded 

more than 450 education scholarships, 

sponsorships and book prizes, amounting 

to S$10 million, to students with a passion 

for engineering across all tertiary educa-

tion institutions.
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Alexandria, United States

IT’S just a small box to tick on an applica-

tion form, but a huge breakthrough for 

D Ojeda, a non-binary person who on 

Monday (Apr 11) became one of the first 

Americans to apply for a gender-neutral 

passport.

“Even with my family, they still don’t 

get it,” said Ojeda, a 34-year-old activist 

who goes by D and uses the pronouns 

‘they/them’. “So at least I have the gov-

ernment to say who I am as a person.” 

The option to receive a passport with 

an “X” gender designation, which was 

made available Monday by US President 

Joe Biden’s administration, was hailed 

as a blessing for an estimated 1.2 mil-

lion Americans whose gender identity 

falls outside the categories of man or wo-

man.

It came at a time when Republican 

lawmakers across the country have 

been passing legislation that critics say 

curtails LGBTQ rights and was likely to 

further fuel tensions around gender is-

sues in a deeply divided nation.

At their home in the Washington sub-

urb of Alexandria, Ojeda began to fill 

out the long online passport application 

form, putting down their first and last 

name, then choosing from 3 options for 

gender: M for male, F for female and X 

for people who don’t identify as either. 

They chose the latter.

They also ticked the box for “gender 

change”, to reflect the difference from 

their previous passport, which identi-

fied them as female. They didn’t have to 

provide any medical documentation for 

the change.

“I think that’s incredible,” said Ojeda, 

who works as an organiser at the Na-

tional Center for Transgender Equality 

(NCTE) and holds a doctorate degree in 

psychology.

“What makes it difficult for trans 

people is just how hard it is to get any-

thing changed” such as legal documenta-

tion, said Ojeda.

When Ojeda and their NCTE col-

leagues learned of the new passport op-

tion, they “started crying at each other”, 

Ojeda added, seated at their desk in a 

blue sweater, with a thin beard and with 

their hair pulled back.

The State Department announced in 

October that it had issued the first Amer-

ican passport with the X designation for 

gender after a long legal battle waged by 

a person from Colorado who is intersex.

But it was only on Mar 31, the Interna-

tional Day of Transgender Visibility, 

that the State Department announced it 

was extending that right to all Americ-

ans, as well as adopting other measures 

on the federal level meant to simplify ad-

ministrative hurdles for transgender 

and non-binary people.

A few other countries have similar 

policies. 

Australia  began issuing  X-gender  

passports in 2011, with New Zealand, 

Canada, Germany and Argentina joining 

the roster since then, as well as Pakistan 

and Nepal.

Ojeda already has a driver’s licence 

from their home state of Virginia, where 

their gender is marked as X. 

They said the procedure was simple: 

they received an appointment, filled out 

the application and the X box was 

already there.

“I was really happy about that be-

cause it was the first time I see myself 

and I in an identification form,” Ojeda 

said.

Things, however, get more complic-

ated with travel. 

Ojeda says they are often called 

“ma’am”, which is upsetting.

Born in Peru, Ojeda cannot wait to 

visit their relatives there, now that they 

have a new passport, which is required 

for international travel – though they 

are still struggling to get their family to 

accept them.

“You know, they don’t say the name 

that I want,” said Ojeda, who was given a 

different first name at birth.

“When I pretended to be a woman, 

and I tried really hard, there was some-

thing that always bothered me,” they 

said.

Now, they added, “I can turn around 

and say: ‘Well, in my ID the government 

sees me as who I am, and maybe you 

need to start seeing me as who I am’.”

“It feels like the world is safer.” AFP
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Left and above: ITE students and SP 
Powergrid staff. The funds from the SP 
Group Engineering Study Awards will be 
disbursed monthly to 450 ITE students over 
the next 3 years. PHOTOS:  SP  GROUP
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The option to receive a 
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“Even with  my  family,  
they still  don’t get  it.  So  
at least I  have  the  
government to say  who  
I am  as  a  person.”

D Ojeda, a non-binary person who on 

Apr 11 became one of the first Americans 

to apply for a gender-neutral passport
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