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Airbus partners SP Group
to reduce energy usage at
Singapore training centre

By Janice Lim
janicelim@sph.com.sg

AIRCRAFT manufacturer Airbus
will work with power grid operator
SP Group to reduce the energy us-
age of its training centre in Singa-
pore, through the use of a cooling
technology that optimises air-con-
ditioning.

The technology was piloted at
the building in late 2024. As a re-
sult, the electrical energy con-
sumption of one of its air-condi-
tioning equipment was reduced by
48.8 per cent, while the cooling
energy consumption was cut by
close to 20 per cent.

General manager of the training
centre Silvia Meloni said at a press
conference on Monday (Jan 13) that
given the energy savings from the
trial run, Airbus will look to imple-
ment the technology —which utilis-
es artificial intelligence and inter-
net of things to control airflow —
across the whole building by the
end of March this year.

The cooling solution is expected
to reduce the building’s annual car-
bon emissions by 108 tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent, she not-
ed.

“So what has been done in our
building, which is nearly 10 years
old, shows that we can make
strides towards sustainability by
implementing energy-efficient
system to existing structures. [t
does not mean because we are in
old facilities that we (do) nothing
and just sit down waiting for a big
renovation,” she said.

Nonetheless, she added that
this does not mean that the facility
—which houses 10 flight simulators

and is Airbus largest training cen-
tre globally —would be able to meet
the minimum standards to qualify
fora green building certification by
the Building and Construction Au-
thority (BCA), known as the Green
Mark.

The training centre, which was
operational since 2016, was not
constructed with those standards
in mind, and there are other crite-
ria, such as windows and roofing,
that have to be metbefore itcanre-
ceive the certification.

However, the aircraft manufac-
turer is in the process of evaluating
the potential of developing an ex-
tension to the training centre. If
thatis approved, the plan is for the
extension to fully meet the Green
Mark criteria set out by BCA.

Despite the limitations in mak-
ing the existing centre fully green,
Meloni noted that the company is
looking to implement more effi-
cient solutions at the training cen-
tre such that it can be as close as
possible to Green Mark standards.

The partnership with SP Group
is the latest in its efforts to reduce
the training centre’s emissions
arising from the purchase of elec-
tricity, which is known as Scope 2
emissions.

In November last year, they had
completed installing solar panels
on the centre’s rooftop, which can
provide about 18 per cent of its
energy needs and reduce its car-
bon emissions by 275 tonnes.

The training centre’s Scope 2
emissions, however, is only a very
small portion of Airbus’ total emis-
sions. Across the whole company,
Scope 1 and 2 emissions make up
only 0.4 per cent of its total emis-

sions in 2023. Scope 1 refer to
emissions arising out of a compa-
ny’s operational activities.

While the technology provided
by SP Group has been around since
2021, this would be the first Airbus
building in Singapore to deploy it.

The cooling solution optimises
the use of air-condition by dynam-
ically adjusting temperatures in
various spaces of a building by de-
tecting the weather and number of
people in each micro-zone.

She said that the energy savings
are significant, as air-conditioning
takes up 75 per cent of the centre’s
energy consumption.

They will monitor the results of
this technology at its training cen-
tre before they decide whether
they would also implement it in its
two other physical assets in Singa-
pore.



