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Spanning some three hectares – 
the area of four football fields – 
South-east Asia’s first large-scale 
underground electrical substation 
is being constructed in Labrador, 
optimising  space  in  land-scarce  
Singapore.

The  underground  substation  

will  also  be  Singapore’s  largest,  
and the land above it will be used 
for a 34-storey commercial devel-
opment.

Both the substation and the com-
mercial building at the site of the 
former Pasir Panjang Power Dis-
trict  are  due  for  completion  in  
2024, power company SP Group 
announced yesterday.

The company has awarded the 
main contract for the building of 

the 230kV substation to Hyundai 
Engineering & Construction.

The project is in line with Singa-
pore’s urban renewal plans and SP 
Group’s own goals of ensuring ac-
cess  to  reliable,  sustainable  en-
ergy for all, and building sustain-
able infrastructure, said its group 
chief executive Stanley Huang.

The  Labrador  substation  will  
serve  the  electricity  needs  of  
nearby Alexandra, Clementi, Kep-
pel, Pasir Panjang and the Science 
Park districts.

Substations are part of essential 
infrastructure for homes, commer-
cial buildings and public services, 

transforming  high-voltage  elec-
tricity to lower voltage so it can be 
easily supplied to end-users.

SP Group said building a substa-
tion  underground  is  typically  
more resource-intensive and re-
quires specialised engineering ca-
pabilities.

Equipment  in  the  substation  
must be of low fire risk, with cool-
ing systems installed to prevent 
any heat build-up.

But  the  long-term  benefits  of  
building substations underground 
outweigh  the  costs,  the  utilities  
company said. “In addition to opti-
mising land  resources  for  other  

purposes,  underground  substa-
tions have a lower risk of being ex-
posed and damaged.”

This would enhance asset and 
network security, it said.

Mr Huang said the company will 
be able to deal with the complexi-
ties of the project based on its ex-
tensive experience building Singa-
pore’s underground electricity ca-
ble  tunnels.  “With  the  learning  
and  experience  gathered  from  
this project,  we can explore the 
possibilities of housing more sub-
stations underground,” he said.

yuntingc@sph.com.sg

The site where SP Group’s 
underground substation in Labrador 
will be built. The project is 
scheduled for completion in 2024. 
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Annual general meetings (AGMs) 
and shareholder meetings can con-
tinue to be held online for the fore-
seeable future.

The Ministry of Law (MinLaw) 
has extended the legislation allow-
ing  for  alternative  arrangements  
for  these  meetings  indefinitely,  
saying the new rules would be in 
force until revoked or amended by 
the ministry. They were scheduled 
to end on June 30 this year.

“This will  provide entities with 
greater legal certainty to plan their 
meetings, and the option to hold 
virtual meetings to minimise physi-
cal interactions, amid the Covid-19 
situation,” it said in a press release 
yesterday. 

MinLaw said  it  would give  six  
months’  notice before electronic 
meetings cease to be allowed and 
that the extension will continue un-
til at least the end of this year.

The legislation allowing for alter-
native arrangements for meetings 
was  introduced to  allow entities  
such as companies, societies and 
charities to hold meetings via elec-
tronic means amid Covid-19 restric-
tions. The law previously did not al-
low them to do so.

These  new  rules  were  put  in  
place on March 27 last year. In an 
amendment last September to the 
Covid-19  (Temporary  Measures)  
Act, the Government said alterna-
tive arrangements could continue 
regardless of Covid-19 restrictions. 

Before the amendments, alterna-
tive meeting arrangements under 
the Act were tied to the duration of 
a Covid-19 control order.

Second Minister for Law Edwin 
Tong said then that the extension 
would give these entities the op-
tion to hold virtual meetings even 
when  physical  meetings  are  al-
lowed, a move to help control the 
spread of Covid-19. 

This comes as Singapore is allow-
ing up to 75 per cent of employees 
back into offices from this week.
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Facility being built by SP Group in Labrador 
spans an area the size of four football fields
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Coming up: S-E Asia’s first 
giant underground substation
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