
Marstrand, Sweden

A FRONT-LINE Swedish nurse is getting 
some Covid downtime with a week of 
private screenings of the Gothenburg film 
festival, in a former lighthouse off the 
country’s west coast.

More than 12,000 candidates from 45 
countries applied to watch the festival’s 
films in almost near isolation on an island 
400 kilometres from Stockholm.

The prize is a week viewing as many of 
the festival’s 70 premieres as they like in a 
hotel in the former Pater Noster Light-
house. But they will be in isolation and will 
have no access to their own computer or 
laptop. The bright-red lighthouse, built on 
a tiny island off Sweden’s west coast in 
1868, is surrounded by a scattering of 
squat, red buildings originally built to 
house the lighthouse keeper’s family. It 
can only be reached by boat or helicopter, 
depending on the weather.

After a series of interviews and tests, 
festival  organisers  chose  emergency  
nurse and film buff Lisa Enroth for the 
prize, in keeping with the 2021 festival’s 
theme, Social Distances.

Before boarding a small speedboat out 
to the island on the clear, chill winter’s 
morning, Ms Enroth said she had applied 
not only out of her love for the cinema, 
but also to seek respite from her hectic 
work as an emergency nurse during the 
pandemic.

“It has been hectic, so it’s a nice oppor-
tunity just to be able to land and to reflect 
over the year,” she said.

Sweden, which has taken a light-touch 
approach to the pandemic compared to its 
neighbours, has been facing a stronger 
than expected second wave of the virus. 
So far, more than 11,500 people have died 
from Covid-19 across the country.

Ms Enroth works in the emergency 
ward of a hospital in Skovde in central 
Sweden. Since the start of the pandemic, 
her hospital’s work caring for virus pa-
tients on top of their regular workload has 

been intense.
“We had a lot of Covid cases during this 

year and every patient that has been ad-
mitted to the hospital has been passing 
through the emergency ward,” she told 
journalists.

The organisers said they were sur-
prised by the numbers of applicants for 
the prize but were confident they had 
chosen the right candidate – not only for 
her love of cinema. 

“She has also dedicated this past year 
in the frontline against the Covid-19 pan-
demic,” the festival’s creative director Jo-
nas Holmberg said. “That’s also one of the 
reasons we chose her”.

Boarding the boat dressed in a thick 
survival suit, Ms Enroth sped over the 
calm, icy waters, jumping off in the is-
land’s tiny harbour and disappearing into 
her lodgings. A screen has been set up in 
the  lantern  room at  the  top of  the  
windswept island’s lighthouse, offering a 
360-degree view of the sea and coastline 
around. Another wide screen has been set 
up in one of the island’s buildings.

Ms Enroth will also have a tablet and 
headphones if she wants to watch films 
elsewhere on the island, which measures 
just 250 metres by 150 metres.

With only one other person staying per-
manently on the island – a safety precau-
tion – Ms Enroth’s only contact with the 
outside world will be through her video di-
ary about the films she has viewed.

The festival’s films will be shown on-
line and two venues in Gothenburg itself 
will allow screenings for just one person 
at a time.

Mr Holmberg said he hoped events like 
these would maintain interest in the in-
dustry at a time when many screens are 
closed because of pandemic restrictions. 
“We are longing so much to come back to 
the cinemas and in the meantime we have 
to be creative and do the things that we 
can to create discussion,” he told journal-
ists. AFP 

Jerusalem

ISRAELI researchers said they had found 
scraps of fabric coloured with a purple 
dye dating from the eras of King David 
and King Solomon in the south of the coun-
try.

“The researchers were surprised to 
find remnants of woven fabric, a tassel 
and fibres  of  wool  dyed  with  royal  
purple,” the Israel Antiquities Authority, 
Tel Aviv University and Bar Ilan University 
said.

The discovery happened while they 
were examining coloured textiles from 
Timna Valley, an ancient copper produc-
tion district, they said in a joint statement 
last week.

“Direct radiocarbon dating confirms 
that the finds date from approximately 
1000 BCE, corresponding to the biblical 
monarchies of David and Solomon in Jeru-
salem,” they said.

It was the first time purple-dyed Iron 
Age textiles had been found in Israel or the 
Levant, they added.

The colour was associated with roy-
alty, nobility and priests and the dye “of-
ten cost more than gold”, said Naama 
Sukenik, curator of organic finds at the Is-
rael Antiquities Authority.

“Until the current discovery, we had 

only encountered mollusc-shell waste and 
potsherds with patches of dye, which 
provided evidence of the purple industry 
in the Iron Age,” she said. “Now, for the 
first time, we have direct evidence of the 
dyed fabrics themselves, preserved for 
some 3,000 years.” 

Also called Tyrian purple, after the city 
in southern Lebanon known for its produc-
tion, the pigment is still highly valued 
today.

“The dye, which is produced from spe-
cies of mollusc found in the Mediter-
ranean, over 300 kilometres from Timna, 
is often mentioned in the Bible and ap-
pears in various Jewish and Christian con-
texts,” the statement said.

Erez Ben-Yosef from Tel Aviv Univer-
sity’s archaeology department said the 
finds should “revolutionise our concepts 
of nomadic societies in the Iron Age”.

He identified the Timna site as part of 
“the biblical Kingdom of Edom, which 
bordered the kingdom of Israel to the 
south”.

The site’s state of preservation was “ex-
ceptional and it is parallelled only by that 
at much later sites such as Masada and the 
Judean Desert Caves”, he said.

“The new finds reinforce our assump-
tion that there was an elite at Timna, attest-
ing to a stratified society,” he said. AFP 

Singapore

COMPANIES here are eager to extend a 

helping hand to support families in 

need, especially during this period of 

uncertainty  amid  the  ongoing  

Covid-19 pandemic.

StarHub, in collaboration with The 

Food Bank Singapore  (FBSG),  has  

helped to set up a network of vending 

machines at the void decks of hous-

ing estates. This allows over 2,200 be-

neficiaries to be able to withdraw 

food bundles totalling S$50 every 

month at any time.

StarHub chief corporate officer 

Veronica Lai said the telco is facilitat-

ing access to food around the clock, 

and boosting efficiency by deploying 

technology.

“A greater number of beneficiaries 

can now gain free and easy access to 

essential staples and nourishing food 

round the clock at their convenience,” 

she said.

With StarHub’s  sponsorship  of  

close to S$190,000 from its StarHub 

Cares Covid-19 Fund, FBSG is able to 

stock up food vending machines in 11 

housing estates for six months.

Volunteers from StarHub and ST 

Telemedia have also adopted vending 

machines from four housing estates, 

and will be replenishing them for a 

month.

FBSG co-founder Nichol Ng said 

that the company was able to make 

improvements to the programme and 

provide healthier food of higher qual-

ity with the use of technology, as well 

as with the engagement of StarHub 

and its employees.

The two companies kick-started 

the partnership by refilling food vend-

ing machines at Moral Seniors Activ-

ity Centre in Kaki Bukit last Thursday.

Meanwhile, volunteers from SP 

Group have also made an effort to 

help needy families through its an-

nual Power Packs charity drive, reach-

ing out to 2,000 families this year.

The power packs have been modi-

fied this year due to the pandemic, 

and include daily essential items like 

rice and canned food, cookies and a 

care kit comprising hand sanitiser, 

surgical masks, handwash and wet 

wipes.

SP staff, who donated towards the 

cost of the items, gathered to pack 

and deliver them last Thursday. They 

also helped to reinforce the proper 

use of face masks and the importance 
of good hygiene practices. Recipients 
include 450 households at Geylang 
Bahru.

In the past year, SP had continued 
to provide over 7,200 lunch meals for 
seniors via Toa-Payoh West-Balestier 
Activity Centre.

SP Group’s chief executive officer 

Stanley Huang said: “With the chal-
lenges resulting from the pandemic, 
it is all the more important to sustain 
our support for the community. We 
hope this festive outreach will cheer 
families in need through our power 
packs.”
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Swedish film festival offers nurse an
isolated, island cinema for a week 

Israelis find purple-dyed 
fabric from King David era 

TAKING HEART

StarHub, SP reach out to needy families

Lisa Enroth, an emergency nurse and film fan from Skovde, preparing to board a 
boat near Marstrand Island, Sweden, on Jan 30. PHOTO:  AFP

A handout picture from the Israeli Antiquities Authority showing a fragment of 
purple fabric excavated from the Timna Valley, an ancient copper production 
district in southern Israel. PHOTO:  AFP

Left: SP staff, who donated towards the cost of the items, gathered to pack and deliver them last Thursday. Right: With StarHub’s sponsorship of close to S$190,000 from its StarHub Cares 
Covid-19 Fund, FBSG is able to stock up food vending machines in 11 housing estates for six months. PHOTOS:  SP  GROUP,  STARHUB

StarHub is  helping  to  stock  up  FBSG vending machines  while SP  is  donating Power Packs which  include  essential  items.  BY ONG SING YEE

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

Yesterday’s solution

Source: Telegraph Group Limited

Across Down

1 Bring in soldier, perhaps, 
and material (9)
6 Swollen belly and oddly
windy (5)
9 Got on, looking embarrassed 
by footballers (5)
10 They may take shots while
propping up the bar (9)
11 Wild acclaim if top 
becomes a foregone 
conclusion (4,8)
14 Progresses smoothly from
university during emergencies 
(7)
16 Parts of Oxford maybe
fashionable, only small (7)
17 Have on, taking in wife (3)
18 Ignore information rejected
by the French court (7)
20 One may have sunk eight
pints, full of energy (7)
22 People who may see vicars
only at random (12)
26 Judges fool scattering 
roses across south (9)
27 Game played after love
letter (5)
28 Inventor a large group
backed (5)
29 Stress coming after former
partner gets part of the house 
(9)

1 Dodgy sort of bag with no
opening (4)
2 Back up expensive car – the
noise it makes! (4)
3 Guard’s raised before son
makes another sketch (7)
4 Anxiety is no good, in a way 
(5)
5 This goes without his
planning cover for house (9)
6 Clothes worn by power party 
bosses (3,4)
7 Poor ladies pimp used in a
wrong way (10)
8 Giving notice, detective’s not 
able to be located (10)
12 Most of close action
destroyed breaker of images 
(10)
13 Dazzle of news
occasionally quashed by Star 
and Mirror reduced by these? 
(10)
15 Second very old church to
support Bismarck, perhaps 
very quietly (5,4)
19 Rising area is a regret for 
this land mass (7)
21 Fail to back up lease,
depressed (3,4)
23 When scenery is an
advantage (5)
24 Still single? This creature
may not be (4)
25 Part of farm that’s British
and a force at sea (4)

S T A N D I N G K I S S E D
A W I O P N K I
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