
Singapore

SOME 130 golfers from SP Group 

and its business partners took 

part in the utilities group’s an-

nual charity golf event at Tanah 

Merah  Country  Club’s  Tampines  

course  last  Friday,  which  raised  

S$500,000 for the SP Heartware Fund.

This takes the total raised by the 

fund to more than S$17 million since 

it was established in 2005, with the 

money benefiting seniors from low-

income backgrounds.

The contributions come from SP 

staff, customers and business part-

ners, with SP matching all donations 

by staff dollar-for-dollar.

SP also underwrites the cost to run 

the golf event, to enable every dollar 

raised to go directly to the more than 

25,000 beneficiaries in over 20 seni-

ors programmes under the Com-

munity Chest.

SP’s group chief executive officer, 

Stanley Huang, said the company’s fo-

cus is on “sustained giving, contin-

ued engagement and meeting the 

needs of the community”. 

“Through the SP Heartware Fund, 

we are committed to helping seniors 

improve (their) quality of daily living 

and carry out their activities inde-
pendently,” he said in a news release.

Phillip Tan, the chairman of Com-
munity Chest, said that as Singa-
pore’s population ages and life ex-
pectancy increases, there is a “press-
ing need” to improve engagement 
and care of vulnerable seniors.

“This is even more so as they face 
added challenges brought on by the 
pandemic,” he said.

London

T
HE funeral of Queen Elizabeth II’s husband, 
Prince Philip, will take place on April 17, 
Buckingham Palace said last Saturday, an-
nouncing a stripped-back ceremony due to 
coronavirus restrictions, and a return for ex-

iled royal Prince Harry but not his wife, Meghan.
The announcement came as the couple’s eldest son, 

heir to the throne Prince Charles, 72, paid a heartfelt trib-
ute to his “dear Papa”, and said he and the royal family 
missed him “enormously”.

“My dear Papa was a very special person who I think 
above all else would have been amazed by the reaction 
and the touching things that have been said about him, 
and from that point of view we are, my family, deeply 
grateful for all that,” he added. “It will sustain us in this 
particular loss and at this particularly sad time.” 

The Duke of Edinburgh – the 94-year-old queen’s hus-
band of 73 years – died peacefully last Friday just two 
months short of his 100th birthday, triggering eight 
days of national mourning.

Royal officials said his funeral, which will be tele-
vised, will take place at 1400 GMT on Saturday, April 17 
in St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle, west of London.

It will be preceded by a national minute’s silence.
Government guidelines restrict mourners to just 30 

people and close attention has been paid to the pared-
down guest list for the funeral, particularly whether the 
duke’s grandson Harry would attend.

Palace officials confirmed he would but his American 
wife, Meghan, who is pregnant with their second child, 
had been advised against travelling from the United 
States on medical grounds. The couple, who quit front-
line royal duties last year, have launched a series of 
broadsides against the royals, including accusing them 
of racism, and of failing to treat Meghan’s mental health.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson will not be at-
tending the funeral either because of Covid restrictions, 
Downing Street said.

Gun salutes echoed around the United Kingdom last 
Saturday as the armed forces paid solemn tribute to the 
duke.

The coordinated 41-round volleys to the former 
Royal Navy commander were fired at a rate of one per 
minute from 12.00 (1100 GMT) in London, Edinburgh, 
Cardiff and Belfast, as well as at naval bases, from war-
ships at sea, and in the British territory Gibraltar.

Similar salutes – the most according to military pro-
tocol – were also held in Canberra and Wellington, as the 
Queen is head of state in Australia and New Zealand.

Sporting events, including Premier League football 
matches, English county championship cricket and the 
Grand National horserace, held silences as part of world-
wide tributes.

The death of the duke, the longest serving royal con-
sort in British history, is a profound loss for the Queen, 
who once described him as her “strength and stay” 
throughout her long reign.

The duke will not lie in state;
no military processions
Flags were flying at half-mast on government buildings 
and will do so until the morning after his funeral.

The well-rehearsed protocol for the duke’s death – 
codenamed “Forth Bridge” – has been hastily revised be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic, eliminating public 
events where crowds could gather.

Parliament will be recalled on Monday for lawmakers 
to pay tribute, but the duke will not lie in state, nor will 
there will be military processions.

British television stations cleared their schedules for 
special broadcasts looking back on his life last Friday, al-
though the BBC said it had received complaints about 
the blanket coverage.

On Saturday, tributes poured in from home and 
abroad, with Mr Johnson giving “thanks, as a nation and 
a kingdom, for the extraordinary life and work of Prince 
Philip”. Political and faith leaders from across the world 
also paid their respects, as did global royalty and Pope 
Francis. 

On Saturday, members of the public continued to pay 
their respects outside Buckingham Palace and Windsor, 
despite royal family requests not to gather at royal resid-
ences because of the restrictions.

Hundreds of flowers that had been laid outside the 
Queen’s official residence in central London on Friday 
have been moved to Windsor, apparently to discourage 
further gathering.

An online book of condolences on the royal family’s 
official website has been put in place rather than conven-
tional public tributes. AFP 

SP helps to raise S$500,000
for seniors at charity golf event

Harry but no 
Meghan at pared-back
funeral for Prince Philip 

SP Group chairman
Mohd Hassan Marican
(right) with SP Group CEO 
Stanley Huang (left) and 
chairperson of SP Charity Golf 
Committee Catherine Teo
with the cheque of S$500,000 
raised for the SP Heartware 
Fund.  PHOTO:  SP  GROUP
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2020 was a wake-up call for every business
in Singapore. Many found themselves
having to transform overnight or close.

By reinventing business models and
solutions, some emerged faster and stronger
than others. Among them are those who

took the task a step further.

This year, E50 recognises the enterprises
whose journey to innovation is helping

to shape a sustainable future.
Their transformation has not only enabled
them to adapt and thrive, but also to help
build a more sustainable, resilient and

inclusive Singapore. Through their success
stories, we hope to inspire more businesses
to embark on their own innovation journey.

Know a potential E50 winner?
Send in your nominations today!

INNOVATING FOR
A SUSTAINABLE

FUTURE

Scan to submit your
nominations now.

Application Deadline:
June 30 2021
For more information, visit:
enterprise50.org
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