SP Group, NTU tie up on $30m
research, education initiatives

Jessie Lim

National power grid operator SP
Group has set aside $20 million to
launch a joint lab with Nanyang
Technological University (NTU)
and contributed $10 million to-
wards setting up two endowment
funds with the university.

The lab, located in NTU, will fo-
cus on energy-related projects in
the areas of asset management and
network operations. When com-
pleted next year, the lab will house
60 researchers plus 85 undergradu-
ate and postgraduate students,
and serve as a training platform for
SP Group’s engineers.

The $30 million collaboration

will “enhance the resilience of Sin-
gapore’s electricity network, im-
prove the reliability and efficiency
of supply to consumers, and nur-
ture experts for the energy sector”,
SP Group and NTU said in a joint
statement on Wednesday.

One endowment fund, the SP
Group Professorship Fund, will
support two outstanding faculty
members in their research and
scholarship.

The other fund, SP Group Presi-
dential Postdoctoral Fellowship
Fund, will boost early-career sci-
entists and engineers’ research in
energy and power systems.

Recipients of both funds will
contribute toresearch being done
atthelab, the statement added.

Dr Tan See Leng, Second Minis-
ter for Trade and Industry, said:
“Singapore has one of the most re-
liable electricity networks glob-
ally. We must continue to de-
velop and grow our local capabili-
tiesto prepare for the future.

“This collaboration between
NTU and SP Group will boost our
network resilience and develop in-
novative solutions that will serve
our future energy needs.”

The new lab will be equipped
with artificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning technologies so
that researchers can analyse and
monitor SP Group’s assets in real
time to predict future network
problems before they arise.

Current monitoring techniques

can be deployed only on a small
scale within the power distribu-
tion network, but the new lab will
enable SP Group and NTU re-
searchers to design and develop a
cost-effective and scalable sys-
tem using the technologies. This
willmark a world’s first for Singa-
pore if the system is deployed
across the country’s power grid.

Celebrating this announce-
ment, SP Group chief executive
Stanley Huang said: “In creating
a sustainable network for future
generations, we are committed
tobuilding a strong pipeline of en-
gineering leaders for the energy
sector.”

NTU president Subra Suresh
agreed, adding: “Our partner-
ships with industry play a critical
role in translating our vision of
the NTU Smart Campus initia-
tive to harness digital and tech-
enabled solutions for the benefit
of society and the sustainability
ofresources.”
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